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Honourable Houle 
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- COMMONS 
Aſſembled in 
PARLIAMENT: 


P22 Bedience is avirtne of ſuch great worth, that 
\ Luther didrather deſire to have grace 
\ to be obedient, than power to work 
miracles. Ont of thisvery Principle it 
was, that I firſt adventnred to preach be- 
| fore ſuch a Grave and Judicious Se- 
' nate, Coram tam multis viris & tam paucis homiy 
| nibus, Axd from the ſame principle it is, that I now pre- 

ſent the Sermon to 4 more publike view. The time allotted 
for the making of it, was [0 ſhort (by veaſon of your more (c- 
riows aſfurres ) that it might have been a ſufficient Apology 
10 excuſe both the Preaching and Printing of it , had not 
LH: 2: pre 
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pure Obedience juſt ty ſilenced all ſuch Apologies. And now 
it is printed,the Sermon it ſelfe is ſo poore and meane, that 
it may fitly be anſwered to me, what Apelles once did to 4 
Painter who having drawne many Lines in 4 little ſpace of 
time, and boaſting to Apelles that he had done ſo much in 
ſo ſhort atime; it was replyed, That he wondred that 
he had drawne no more. But yet, howſoever , my 
hrmble requeſt is, That you would accept of this peore Mite, 
this little Goats-haire, which your commands ( like 4 
Midwife) have brouzht into the world. And indeed the 
kinde entertainement it found in the hearing and the great 
acknowledzment of your Thanks (farre above all expeta- 
tion or deſert) afterwards , is an abundantly ſufficient in- 
citement againſt all diſcomragement whatſvever. The ſub - 
ject of the Sermons of great concernement : It is about 
the Ruine and Repaire of Kingdoms aud Nations ; 4 
matter ſutable for you that are the repreſentative Body of ths 
Kingdom. Sin riines Kingdomes, When Nicephorus 
Phocas had built 4 RA wall about his Palace for 
his defence , he heard 4 woyce in the nicht , crying 
& Raomnivye un is mm Trig 94; fagrt, 30 7 yax0 Sugars fi mA; 
Though thou buildeſt thy walls as high as heaven, ſinne is 
within, and this will eaſily batter downethy walls. Sim «© 
like a Traytor in onr owne boſomes, that will open the gates 
ro the enemy ,, $43 weakens our hands, and Sake them un- 
apt to fight. Sintaketh away the conrage of hearts, It was 
not the ftrength of Ai that evercame the Iſraelites , 
but Achans lin. Sincauſeth a great Army to be overcome 
by alittle one, The Army of the Afyrians came with 
a {mall company of men, and the Lord delivered a 
very great hoſt into their hand, becauſe they had 


forſaken 


forſaken the Lord God of their fathers. The ſins 
of England, arethe enemies of England. Theſe beleae 
ener our Walls,and are as ſo many Cananites alwajes r;- 
ſing np in rebellion axainſt us. But naw on the contrary, - 
Repentatice aud Reformation repairs and npholds 
Kingdomes and Nations : this is their Fortreſſe and Tewer 
of defence ; their Munition, Armour, and wall of Braſſe 
ro defend them. Righteouſneſle cxalteth a Nation, 
but fin is a reproach to'any people. The Lord in 
mercy ruinate onr ſins, and not the Nation | the 100 Lord 
worke a Natiozall Reformation,and make you bi Inſtru- 
ments in this great worke | Much hath been aonc by you 
this way already ( which is acknowledged in this enſuing 
Diſcourſe, with great thankefulatſſe.) The Lord enable 
you to perfect what you have begun. He that is the Finiſh- 
er of our Faith, finiſh this mch deſired Reformation! 
It « very obſervable, that when God raiſed up Magiſtrates, 
ſuch a5 Nehemiah, Zerubbabel, azd others, to pity Sion 
that lay ini the duſt,and to repaire her breaches : at the ſame 
r1we he raiſed up Prophets alſo , ſuch as Haggai, Zecha- 
riah, axd others,to ſtrengthen the hands of the Maziftrates, 
and to encourage them in ſo noble a ſervice : and therefore 
it is expreſly ſaid, Then the Prophets, Haggat and Ze- 
chariah prophefied uttothe Jewes that were in 7- 
dah and 7eruſalem inthe Name of the God of Iſrael], 
evenunto them. Then (and »o0t before) roſe up Ze- 
rubbabel and 7Teſhua, and began to build the houſe of 
God which isat Jernſalem;and withtthemwerethe 
Prophets of God helping them Ard Era 6. 14. 
The Elders of the Jewes builded,and they proſpe- 
red through the prophe'ying of H-gga: the Pro- _ 
phet, 
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phet,and Zechariah the fon of 1dao ; and they build- 
ed and finiſhedit, according to the Command- 
meat of tlie God of 1/rael, .&c. By both theſe Texts 
it appears , T hat the Magiſtrates began and finiſhed the re- 
par ations bf Gods Houſe, by the help of the Prophets of God. 
Suffer me , therefore ( as divers others have done before ) 
the unworthieſt of all Gods Miniſters, according to my du- 
ty and place, to beſeech and exhort you tothe conſummation 
ef thoſe bleſſed thiyes which you have beegn to do for the 
Chruch of God in England. And the God of all bleſ- 


#1175 5 b/ 4 ſſe } 0H 4H ad you FS, 


So prayeth 
Your much obliged 


: [4 Spiritual Servant, 


todd 5031907 I 
EDMUND CALANY: 
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Sermon Preached at a Faſt before the 
Honourable Houſe of 


COMMONS. 


JERE WM. 19, 7,5,9,10, 


At what inſtant T ſhall ſeek comcerming a Nation, and concerning 4 
Kingdeme, to pluck»p, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it,” ; 

If rbat Nation ag ainft whom [ bave pronounced, turn from thezr evall 
1 will repent of the evill that I thought to do unto them, 

And at what inſtant T ſhall fpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning 
a Kingiome, to build and to plant it : | 

Tf it do evill in my ſight, that it obey not my voice, then Twill repent of 

the goed wherewith T ſaid 1 would benefit them. © ' © 


a His Text may fly be called a Looking-glafl: for 
England and 1 reland, or for any other Kingdom 
whatlocyer; wherein God Almighty declares 
what he can do with Nations and Kingdoms, 
and what he will do, 

Ong 1. What hecando, Hecan build and plant a 
Nation, and he can pluckup, pull down, and deſtroy a Nation, And 
when a Kingdom is inthe depth of miſery, he caniinan inft ant, 
it he butſpeak the word,ratfe it up to the top of happinefſe ;and 
when it is inthe height and Zenith of happinefle, he can in ano- 
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2 A Sermon preached at a Faſt before 
F ther inſtant ſpeak a word, and throw it down again uito an 
Abyſle of -miſery. ” 

2. What he will do, Gol will not al waycs uſe his Preroga- 
tive, but he will firſt ſpeak, before he ſtrikes, he will firſt pro= 
nouncejudgement, before he executeth judgement. And if that 

Perſe 7: Nation againſt which be bath pronowneed the evill of puniſhment twrrs 
Verſe 8, from their evillof fii1,thew will God repent of the evill be intended to 
Verſe. dounto them : And tot onely fo, but he will b#i1d and plant chat 
Verſe 9, Nation, and of a barren wild:rne:fſe, mike it a fruitful Para- 
* diſc, Bur if that Nation de evill in Gods ſight , and will wot obey 
Verſe 10, bas gaice, thenwill God repent of+ the ggod- wherewitb be wouldbave ve- 
wefired them, and pull down what he hath built,, aud pluck up 
what he hath planted, and of a fruitfull Paradiſe, make it a bar- 

ren wilderneſle, 

By all this it appzars, That as this day 1s a Nztionall day, and 
and this Honorable Aﬀembly a Nztionall Aſſembly, fo this Text is 
a Nation2Þ Text, cvery way \{utablc for the occaſion a>our which 
we arc met, The Lord make it as profitable to you, as it 1s ſute- 
able for yon. Fromthe words thus cxplainzd,l gather theſe four 
Doarinall Concluſions : 

1. That God hath an abſolute power overall Kingdams 
and Nat1ons,to pluck them up,pull themdown,and defiroy them 
= he plcaſcth,. 

 _ 2, Thatthough Gadhath thisabſolute prerogative over King= 
doms and Nations, yet he {cldome uſeth this power, but fixſt he 
- Blives Warning... . 

3, TF that Kingdom againſt which-God hath threatn:d de- 
ſtru&ion, repent and turn from their evill, God will not onely 
not deſtroy that Kingdom, bur build it and plant it. Or thus : 

Nitionall Re7eatance will divert Nationall Jadgements, and 
procure Nationall bleſſiggs.. 7s 
4. That when Ged baons to build and planta. Nation ,. if 
$ 


that Nation do evill in Gods ſight, Gad will repent of the'good 
he intendzd to do unto it. 


The firſt thu : 
Doi. r. 1. Thar God hath an indep2ndant and illimited prerogative 


over all Kingdom; and Nations, .to build them, or deſtroy.them 
as he pleaſcth, 
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the Honourable Houſe of Commons. | 3 
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This is fer forth in the begining of the Chapter, by ocular 
demonſtration. God bids Jeremy Ariſe and go dovon to the Pot» Verſe 2, 
ters Howſe.&c. and when he came there, he beheld the Potter 
making a V<fle)1 of clay, and breaking it, and malig it again Verſe 4. 
another Veſſel], as feemed good to the Potter to makeits And 
God him ſelfte makes the application ; Ob Houſe of Iſrael, cannot Verſe 6, 
T dowith you, as this Potrer, ſaitbithe Lord? Cannot I make you 
Veſlclls of honour , or diſhonour ? carnot T ſaveyou, or de- 
ſtroy you as I plcaſe ? Bebold, as tbe clay 1s in the Potters baud, ſo 
are you in mine band, 'O Houſe of Tſrael, B=cauſe Nebuchadnezar 
would not confef- this rrath , he was d:1ven to-{ſchoole to the 
beaſts of the fi-1d, and he had the heart of an Oxe, eiil hz acknows Dan 4+ 34 
ledged, that God doth wbatſoever be will in the Army if Heaven,and 35” 


among tbe inbabitants of the earth, and none ean ſtay but band , or ſay 
no him, What doſt tou ? 

This ſupremacy of Gods power, is founded upon, that abſq- x ,, fcx; 
lute Right that God hath over us as Þe is our Creator. . .For he is 
J< hovab, that gives being to all, ani reccives being from none, 
Of bim, and tohim, and through bim are all things, All creatures are Ro, 
beams from his Sun, drops tromm his Ocean, TFT ſpeak (ſaith the 
T<xt, ) Iin whom all men tive, move, and bave their being ; T that 
made alt things our of norhing, and can as caſily turn. all things 
intonothing, If T ſpeak. This power of God over Kingdoms, 
hath two properties. wth 

It is illimited and indeperdent, which appears by three cx= 
preffions in the Text. 1- By theſe words, At what. inſtant , 
which hold forth unto us, that God can deſtroy a Nation in an 
inſtant, in the very twinckling of aneye. In the morning the 
San ſhone upon Sodome, but before night ir was deſtroyed with 
fire andbrimtone. The old World was drowned (as Luther * 01m die 
thinks) in the Spring time, whenall things began to bu: and [ſt ones 
blofſlome; The flood came ſuddenly, faith Chriſt, it came de re- per 
pente, according to the vulgar tranſlation of theſe words, whe; berriſims. 
they leaſt cxpet<d it. And on the contrary, God can inan in- Nor unenar. - 
ſtant make a Nation happy. * The Ifraclites were in an inſtant 24908 
brought out of Fgypy; and were in oneandthe ſame day, of all eo aatoch ag 
people moſt miſcrable,and of all people moſt happy, as Calvin duzin,ſedes 
abyſſo profundifima evexit ſupreoumen "__ felicitatem, at i in nubib14 equitaretis, 
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-- - ——-wettobferverh upon this Text, "2. By theſe words —— 7 ſhe? 
| Bk. If God'o but ſpeak to deſtroy a Nation, it is preſzntly 
eftroyed : He ſpake ch word, and the World was made ; and 
if he ſpeak the word, the World will return to us firft Princi- 
ples. If I bring a ſword upon a land, and ſay, ſword go through that 
land, ſo tbat I cut off man and beaſt from it. Though tbeſe three men 
were in it, as T live, ſaub the Lord, tbey ſpall aretiver neither ſons no; 
daughters, ec, Exekt4.17,18. Onthe contrary, if Goddo but 
ſpcak to plant a Nation, it is planted 3 for Gods benedzcere, is be- 
nefacere, 3, This abſolute power of God js likewiſe deciphered 
by three ſynonimicall expreſſions in the Text, To pluck ups pull 
down, and t7 aeftroy, Which rhree WOrgs do intlmate, That God 
| hath an illimited Prerogative ever Kingdoms, and that he can 
overttern, overturn, overturn them, as it is ſaid Ezek, 21. 27, Oras 
Hugs 21offech upon the words, Hecan pluck vp all mercies , pul 
down all judgements, and deſtroy them ; thar is make an utter 
. rate fn... n IEF | 
2, This power of God, is univerſall, For the wards run in 
generall » At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation ; 
not this or that Nation, but a NVatioz indefinitely, There 48 no 
Kingdome ex:mpted from Gods jurifdiftion, or that hath Let- 
ters Patentsto privilcdgeit, , 1f I ſp:ak_ concerning Ferwſalem, 
or concerning England gs; God lis the Governour of the whole 
World, alt alike to this Heavenly Potter, 


| 


letall the World Rtand in awe, .andnotdare to ſin againft ſuch.a 
Iſa, 40. 154 Mighty and terrible God': A God before mboin! all the Nutiqns of 
the World are x a drop of a bucket,and as the ſmall duſt of tbe ballance, 
; | And ifall Aſea, Africa, Emrope, and America be but asthe d rop of & 
bucket ; whata little drop of that bucket is one man, theugh nz- 
ll ver fo great ? If all the World be but as the dwſt of tbe ballance, 
Jer:16.6,5, WÞR a lictle litcle particle of this dult is one man? I'howonld 


thee, O Lord ; Thou art great, and thy Name us great in might. V Vill 
| Tere. 5. 22,.J* not fear me, ſaith tbe Lord ? will ye not tremble at my preſence, wbich 
Il bath chainedup tbe ſea with fetters of ſand? &c. That am the God 
118 of earthquakes, the God of chuader andlightnzag ; a God that 
1! can calt both body and foul into hell fice, YFbo art toeu, that how 


De x, If Gods power over Kingdoms be fo large, and fo abſolute; * 


| | "ot fear thee, ob King, of Nations ? foraſmuch 4s there 3s nove-like to. 


| | frouldeft 


the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


frontdeſt be afraid of a man, that ſhall dye, arid of tbe ſon of Man po rr is 


ſhall be made at grafſe* and forgetteſt the Lord thy maker, that hatb 
ftretcbed forth the Heavens, and layd the formdations of the earth? 
Think of this you that arc g1eatcr in fin, than in greatnefle, that 
make no other uſe of your greatneſi-, bu: as of Letters Patents 
to free your ſclyes from all humane puniſhments, and to licence 
you to make your wills yourlaws, and your ſults your gads ; 
and to commit not only peccata, but monſtra, thatare Pe ſimi max- 
mi, not Optimi maximi, The great Jehovah againſt whom you 
fin, is greater than the greateſt ; He bindeth Kings ip ghains, an. 
Noblesin Iincks of iron., He hath provided Tophet of 61d ; yea, for 
the Ring it is provided, Hell was made for grea: m-n as well as 
poore- Obſerve how reſolutely and emphatically the Propher 
{peaks 5 yea, for the K ing it 74 prepared. Potentes potenter torquebun= 
tur, Tngentia beneficiz, ingentia vitia, ingentia (upplicia, To whom 
God hath given great mercics, if they adguay with great vices, 
God will infli& great puniſhmgnts upon chem. Think vt this 
y.ou that trample the Dloud of Chritt under your fect, by your 
prodigious oathes, and by the contempt of the day, worthip,and 
ſervants of Chrifts. The bloud whici you contemnc, is nobler 
than the nobleſt bloud that rus 1m.your veins: Tc 15 the bloud 


Iſa. 51, 12, 
13s 


Trxxt, 


Ha 39. 22, 


of the eternall God, of that God, before whouw th: great, as .' 


well asthe ſmall, muſt appear at the great day of Juiigement ; 
in which terrible day, #be Kings of the earth, and the great men, 
and the rich men, and tbe coief C aptains, ana tize migity men wi ll bade 
themſelves in tbe gens, and. in tbe roc ks of the mojentains ; And ſay to 
the mountains and rocks fall ou us, and vide us from the face of bins 
tha: fitteth on the Tbrone, and.from tbe wrath of the Lamb, &c, The 

that are here cloath'd it; falk and vel vic, ſhall wiſh tor the moun- 
tains to cover ther (which yet thall be bu: a poor (h-lter;For tbe 
mountains melt at tbe preſence of the Lord, ;nd the rocks rend aſunger 
when be 7s angry. They that mad: others to.ilye away from gnem 
asinnocent Lambs,from cevourtag Wolves, ſhall bz atraid ofthe 
prath of the Lamb that ſattetb on the Throze, Great men mult Cye 
as well as others, and when they are acad, wueccis no Ufterence 
between the dead bones of Philip of Hſacevon, and gther, men, as 


* 


Diogenes told Alexander, Remember the watull CaraRraphe gt , KR” 


'L, 


Herod the great, Agrippa the great, Pompey the great..: Qbgler ; 
VOY. Fl 
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Pſal., 4. 


x Cor, 10. 
2.2, 


Pe 2. 


Yes. 


Athanal\, 
34; vita 
Antoniy, 
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ali mii (ear to (1.1 againſt that Gd, that removed the Aſſyrian 
M-nirchy to the Perſian, and the Perſean to the Grecian, and the 
Gracianto the Roman, That toucheth the mountains and the 
{moak,before whom the Devils fear and tremble, Oh, let not 
our hearts be harder than the rocks, worſer then D:vils! Oh 
England, fear the God of Reaven and -arth ! Oh you Huuſe of 
Commons,tremble ana ſin 101; moſt in the W orl4 tin andtremble 
not. Do you tremble and ſinnot ; We are all in Gods hard, as a 
Aye in the paw of a roaring Lion, as the clay In the hand of the 
Porter, Do we provoke the Lord to jealouſie, are-we ſtronger then be ? 
Conſider the advantazes God hith us'at, and cur depend:ncies 
upon him, and lct us not dare to fin againſt him, 

A SanQuary in all diftreſſes and dangers. Let us flye to this 
God of power, who giveth Kingdoms, andt: k<th away King- 


domes as he pleafeth. The great ſuperintendent, Fly to himas 
tothy Ark, thy Pclla, nr City of retuge, Ard in our deepeſt 
milſerics Ice us fing cheerfully chc 46, Plalmas Latber was wont 


to do, Grd 4 our refuge and firength, a very preſent belp in trouble, 
Twill not fear thougb tbe earth be maved, and though the mountams be 
Carried into the midſt of the ſeag&@c, 

A divine proje&ro ſ{icurc a Nation from ruine, to make this 
great Jehoyah our fricnd ; for if God be on our fide, we need 
not fear thoſe thatare againſt us. Dews mew & omnia : T ran- 
quillns Deus, tranquillit omunia, Andfor this very purpole we 
are here metthis cay in Gods SanRuary, flying to the horns of 
the Altar, to beſeech that God who is the only Potentate, King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, that only doth wonderfull things,that he 
would be reconciled unto us3 that he would quiet the commo- 
tions that are in /re/and, reduce the Rebels into order, ſheath up 
the {word that is there drawn, and quench the flames that arc 
there kindled, That the Lord would knit the heart of our Sove- 
raigne to his people more and more, and of his peopleto him. 
That he would unite both Houles of Parliament, that they may 
joynrog:tFer with one heart as one mangto relieve poor /reland, 
and reform Engl.nd, »Arbanaſirs tells us that Anthony the Monk 
fought againſt the Devill with thar Text, Pſalm 68, 1, Let God 
ariſe, and let bis enemies be ſcattered, let them alſo that bate bim, flee 
#efore ben, The Deyill is more afrajd ofthis Text, then any ot er; 

or 
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for he kno wes he is Gols # ccateit en wy, andit God arilc, he - 
mult needs be ſcatter:d. Oh, it as fe. Gad on work this day, | 
to deſtroy the implacuvle cremies of Iiis Church, Ariſc,oh Lord, 
and ſcatter the Triſþ Rebels! ariſe 0'1 Lord, and confound Anti. 
chriſt, and build np the walls of Feruſalem ! The Romans in a 
grcat diſtreſſe were drivento take the weapons off af the Temes 
ples of their go !s, an1tofizht with ehem, and lo they overcam?, 
| This is our courſe this day , we ftzat with the weapo 3s of the 
Church,Pcaycrs and Tears.The Sp4rtans wals wece th ic ſpears. 
| Or walls are our pray-r3, our help &tindeth in the Name of the 
Lord, who hath made Heave1 ad catth, Lori ſpaak a word, 
and Fericho hall fall, be favourable to England and Treland; Lord. 
| takeaway our tinne, and purely purge our d-offe ! Oartruſt is 
not in our bow, nor ſp:are. Let us labour to become Gods foe 
20urites, and then we have all happirzefle concentre : in two. 
words. | 
The ſecond Doftrinall concluſion, Dodi, 2. 
Though God hath this abſovluce power over Kingdoms and 
Nations, yet he ſeldom: uleth this power, bur firſt he gives war- 
ning. I fay he ſeldome uſeth it; for I do not lay it doywn as a 
| gcnerall rule, Deus non alligat ſua manu | God may, and doth 
\ ſometimes deftroy at once, and give no warning, Tous he dealt 
with the Hzathen Ammonites and Idame ms, as (alvin ovſeryes ; 
but h: ſeldomegpr never ſends any great judgm:nt upon his own 
people, bur firſt he ſpeaks before he ſtrikes, Firſt Yerba, then Ver. 
bera, asit is in the Text, At what inſtant Þ ſhzll peak &-, If that 
Nation concernin; which Thave pronounced &-.Firlt God pronoun- 
ceth a judgemen*, before he cx<cuteth a juigem:nrt, hz lightneth 
before hethundreth ; he hangs ut his white flag of Mercy, bc« - 
| fore his red f1g of utter defiance ; firſt hz ſhoots of his warning: 
| Pecces, before his murdering Pecces. | 
And tbe Reaſons are, | 
1; That all the World. may take notice, thaz. all puniſh» 
ments and afftiFions come not by chanc: or fortune, but from 
the immediate hand of the grea: Gd. It 1s he thut ſo-mr tbe Jeght, 17 45 +, 
and creates darkneſſe; it is he that mzkes peace, and creates evill, I 
the Lord av all wel things, And theretoie God gives warning to 
imprint this doXrinz: That there is no evill of paniſhment, 
but from God, Ks 2, Be - 
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2, Becault God is luth to puniih. AMmatrr Deus, ut non pu 
niat : they that minde miſ. hlef:, gi.eno warning. When 4þ- 
falom inten;!ed ro murder Ammon, he ſpake ncither good nor bad 
utito him, 2 Sam 13.22, Newher would God reveale his inten= 
tions to deſtroy us, but only becautz he defires not to deſtroy us, 
I re:de of one that came to murder oneof the Roman Emperors, 
and by ſpeaking theſo words, Hunc tibi pugionem mittit Senatus, 
detexit facinu fatuns, & non implevit, Another was ſeen whetting 
his ſword, and by that ſuſpected and d:te&ted. But it is other- 
wiſe with God, he giv.s many items, and ſets many Beacons on 
fire before he deſtroyes a Nation. As Ambroſe obſerves upon 
Gen,9,13, He ſets his Bow in the Cloud ; Non ſagittam, ſed arcam, 
not his Arrow, but his Bow ; the Bow cannot hurt us, but the 
Bow forewarns us of the Arrow ; and the ſtring of the Bow is 
to ns- ward, to ſhew how unwilling Godis ropuniſh : He mult 
firit turn the Bow and put in the Arrow » beforche can ſhoot, 
And as it is, Pſalm 7.12, If yoa will not turn, T will whet my ſword, 
T will bend my Bow, and make ready my Arrow, Firſt God whets his 
{word before he (trikes, and bends his Bow before he ſhoots, his 
Arrow is unprepared, &c. Andallthis, becauſfc he 13a Father of 
mercies, and a father you know is loth to whip his childe. IT af- 
flict not willingly, Lamen.3. 33. Fury z not 3m me, Tſa,27, 4. It is 
your firs that put thunderbolts in my hands, Asa woman brings 
forch her childe with pain, and a Bee never ſtings bur when he 
1s provoked : So it is with our good God, He never puniſheth, 
bur when there 75 no remedy, 2 Chron,36.15,16, When God came 
to puniſh Adam, he cane ſlowly, 7n the coele of the day ; but when 
he cometh to ſhcw mercy, he comes leaping over the bills, and sip- 
ping over the mountains, God was but {ix daycs in making the 
whole World, and yet as Chry/oftome well obſerves» he was {cven 
dayes deftroying ore City, the City of Jericho. 

God gives warning for th: glorification of his juſtice, That all 
choſe perſons and Nations tha: are deſtroied, may have no Apo« 
logy,no excuſe,but may be ſpeechlcſle at rhe great day of account, 
Ne dicant ſibi non prediffum Cave, There is no Chi iitian Nation, 
ſhall beable to ſay, that God Celtroicd them, and yer never gave 
them warning. Read the 2 and ; chap.of the Reve,obterve Chriſts 
warning to th? 7 Churches, This made them without excuſe; 
fore;yarned, forcarmed. 1 IF 
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the Honouratle Houſe of Commons, 


It chis be © ods ordinary ceurſc, |.et us admire and adore rhe pa= Uſe 1, 


tience of God towards cur Perfons in particular , and towards 
this Nation in gencrall, in which we live : A Nation not worthy 
t9 be beloved, A Narton as ripe tor deftruQion, as any other Na- 
tion. How many Tapcrs bath God ſer on fire? How many white 
fAags of Mercie hath God hung out ? How oft: n hath he ſhort off 
his warning pecces, ts forewarn rhis Nation, that God would 
pluck 7t rp. pull it downs and deſiroy it. FJemnban ſhor three arrows, 
not ro hurt Daved, bur ro help David, vy torecelling him of Sau/s 
murtherous intention again(t him ; Bur Goo hath ſhort got onely 
three, but eight Arrows,to fore-warn,and fore-arm us, The Lord 
awaken our ſecure hearts, to the contiderarion ot rheſe things : 
God hath ſpoken eight wayes to this Nation, by all which he hath 
intimated his intention to deftroy us. 

1, He hath ſpoken unto us by the voice of his Miniſters , that 
with one mouth and lip, have foretold us of defolation, and deitru- 
cion. Ir hath been the conſtant voice of Gods fairhfull ſervants, 
from the Pulpit, for theſe many yeers early and late, Now this voice 
3s not to be ſlighted; For ſurely tbe Lord will do nothing, but be revea's« 
eth bzs ſecret unto bis Servants the Propbets, Amos 3.7. 

2, Hehach ſpoken to as by the voice of his leffer judgements, 
For God hath cwo forts of judgements, Rods and Scorpions : 
Footmen, and Horſemen, as it is expreſſed, Ter. 12.4. And he deals 
with a Nation, as a Phyſitian with his patient, It aleffer prion 
will nor work, the Phyfi:ian will preicribe a ſtronger. God hath 
ſent many leffer judgements, The Small-pox, unreaſonable wea- 
. ther, the Plague in a moderate way 3 bur rheſe judgements have 
been ſlighred and conremned : And lefler judgements contemn= 
ed, are Harbingers to uſh.r in greater ; God threatneth , L' 
viticrs 2,6, It his people will waik contrary to him , he will 
puniſh chem ſeven crimes more : and afterwards he addes, Thar it 
they will nor be reformed , he will puniſh rhem yer ſeven rimes 
more, and y-t ſeven times more. Verſ. 18,21, 2428. 1, ever 
1, will cbaſtiſe you in fury, ſeven times more for your ſins, As the alt= 
cient Coniuls of Rome had Rods, and Axes, carried betore them : 
Rods, as Enſigns of their leniry to penirent offengers ; But Axes, 
as tukens of their ſeverity againſt incorrigible offenders : So God 
bach his Rods, and his A xes, his ph Knite, and his Axe, It 
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his pruning Knife will not amend us, his Axe will hew us down, 
2nd caſt us into the fire, 

2, God hath ſpoken to us by the dearth of his godly Servants, 
For the rigbteous periſh, and no man layetb it to beart, and mercifull 
men are taken away ; none conſidering that the righteous 44 taken away, 

from the evil to. come, Tſa,57. 1. Thus Mtbuſalem that godly Pa- 
triarch dyed, the very yeer the flood came, And his name fignifi= 
eth, A meſſenger of death ; his death did preſage the flood. Thus 
Auſtin was taken away by death, immediately before the ſacking 
of Hippo where helived. Parens before the taking of Heilder. 
berg, Luther alinle before Wars came into Germany, as he himſelf 
did fore-fignifie at his death. Thus the death of Saint Ambroſe 
was a fore-runner of the ruine of TI:aly, The many Reverend 
Preachers, The Cbariots, and Horſemen of Tſrael, that in theſe fevy 
yeers are gone to their graves in peace, are as ſo many blazing Co« 
mers to portend our ruine., 

4. God hath ſpoken to us by the voice of other Proteſtant 
Nations beyend the Seas, that have drunk deep of rhe Cup of 
Gods wrath, Herodotus tells us, thar in a certain Egyptian Tem- 
ple, there was a Statue built for Sernacberib, Crhis was he that be. 
fieged Ierſalem, and blaſphemed the God of Iſrael, and was af- 
tezrwards {lain by his ſons) and upon this Statue was this Toſcri- 
Pt1on 3 Ex v1 beg uy £942; =. , Look upon me 5 and learn to be 
righteous, Me thinks I hear Rocbel, Bobemia, the Palatinate, and 
other parts of Germany, ſaying: Oh England look upon us, and 
learn to be righteous.God will not alwaies make you like Goſber, 

when we are drowned with a flood of miſeries: make you like 
Gideons dry Fleece, when we are like his wet Fleece, bedewed 
with ſorrow and lamentation. You muſt not look alwaycs to 
drink ſo deep of the Cup of Proſperity, when we have drunk (6 
deep of the Cup of adverſity, God hath made us examples to you; 
bur if you amend nor, God will make you your ſelves the nexr 
examples, It is a moſt true ſaying, Legimns Hiſtorias, ne iſe fia- 
mw biſtorie. It you will nor learn righteouſhefſe by our Hiſtory, 
God will make you the next Hiſtory, Diſczte juſtitiam moniti & 
won temnere Divor, This is a loud and powerfull voice, 

5+ God ſpeaks now more neerly unto us, by the bloudy rack 
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lion thar is ir Ireland ; The ſword that is there drawn, is like the 
Comet,rhat for a whole yecr bung over Tera alem,in the likenefſe 
of a fiery flaming ſword. This ſword is Gods warning-peece tr 
England ; It is like T amberlains red } lag, rhreatrning ruine, :nd 
deſolation to us ; For it 1s an oid ſaying, He tbat would Enyland 
win, miſt with Ireland firſt begin, A Sc:rpent, the nearer ir is, the 
more dangerous it is. The ſword is now come very near 1%, it is 
like a Serpent in our bolomes;the Lord awaken our ſleepy ſpirits. 
God hath 3 ſwords : the ſword of the Angel, which is the plague : 
the ſword ot the Spiric, which is his Word : and the ſwerd of the 
Fnemy, We have been wofully maſſacred wich rhe firſt Gord; the 
Plague hath bin grievoully upon our bodies, bar the plagne of fin 
fill remains upon our fouls; this ſword hath done little good, If 
the ſword of the Spirit will not now at laft cur down our fins, 
we muſt expe the ſword of the enemy to cut us down, and 
to deftroy us. | 

6. God now alfo ſpeakes unto us by the many fad divifions, 
and unhappy fractions rhar are in Church and State. A Kingdome 
aivided againſt it ſelf, cannot ſtand, Ir is obſery able, rhar ſcarce 
ever any great enemy entred this Kingdom, bur when ic was ar 
Schiſme and diviſion within ic ſelf. Tacitas faith, that nothing 
gave the Romans more advantage againft rhe ancient Britains, 
then this, © od fafFionibus & ſtudiis trabebantar, Mnaubratins 


(as Ceſar cals him ) out of hatred againit Cſizbellanus, brought in 


Ilins Ceſar. Adminius brought in Claudius ; Guortigernus friſt, tic aac 


and Mordredus after brought in the Saxons. Torſtazes divifion 1, a rip, 
and inrode, made way for tae Normans; and there were more di- 16. 5. de 
viſions then one to help in the Danes. And there is nothing more Þ<ll, Gal. 


likely to bring in che Romans once more into our Kingdome, than 
theſe Mindubratians,the Adminians,l had almoſt faid theſe Armi- 
2ians. Oh fad diviſions! Theſeare as thicke blacke clouds threats 
ning a great ſhower of defolarion. : 
7. God ſpeaks unto us by the great demur and delay of the 
reformation of the Church, For the Childe of reformation is come 
co the birth, bur there wants ſtrengrh to bring ir forth, This is a 
figne, Thar there are ſome great obſtruRtions in the Kingdome, 
that hinder the birth of this much defired Childe. And ir ſhrewdly 


preſageth, as if God had begun ro repent of che good, that hee 
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hach begun to do tor us; and that it will be with us,as ic was with 
Tamar, in the the time of her travell, Geneſes 38. 28,29, Zarab 
firſt purs forth his band out of the womb, bur afterwards drew it 
in again, and Pharez, came our in his ſtead. So it gives us cauſe 
to fear , left the childe of Mercie ſhould A back into the womb 
again, and the childe of Judgement come forth in his Read, 

8, God hath ſpoken to ns by the voice of our own confcicn« 
ces. There is no man that lives in any known fin, bur his confci. 


- ence hath often told him as Abrer did Toab, Will ne? this ſin bring 


bitterneſſe in the latter end ? And as Reuben to his Brethren, Did 
T 110t tell you of this aforehand ? Th:t this fin would bring you to 
hell. There is a Light which God hath ſer up in all our fouls, 
which is a Beacon {er on fire, to give notice of Gids wrath 1nd 
vengeance, This light is Conſcience, which Tert#l{i2n calls pre- 
Judicinm judicii, This is Gods boſome Preacher ; and when 
this is falenced, it portends nothing bur utter ruine & deſolation, 

And thns you ſee how many wayes God hath given warning 
to this Kingdom, o 

Now I beſeech you, Let the long-ſuffering, and goodneſſe of God, 
arzve us to repentance. T his is the uſe the Apoitle Parl makes, 
Rom 4. which is the more to be laid to hearr, becauſe that S$ainc 
Peter picks our this Exhortation from out of all the Epiftles of 
Paxl, as one of the choiſeſt, and urgeth ic upon thoſe to whom he 
wrote, as you may read, 2 Pet 3 15. Ad account the long- ſuffering 
of the Lord, is ſalvation ; even as our beloved brotber Paul alſo bath 
written ants yu, Now I concaive, this is no where written, bur 
in the placs fore-mentioned, Let not that which is our falvarion 
Cas Peter faith ) become our damnation. . Lec us follow che exam» 
ple of Nob, H*b.i1.7. Nvab by faith being warned of God, of things 
ret ſeen as yet, moved with fear prepared an Ark. t the ſaving of bis 
houſe. &:. Noab had bur one warning, and thar of a judgement, 
which had no print in nature: Bur we have had &ighr kindes of 
war::ings,and rhere are many prints and foor-fteps uf Gods judye- 
men's amongft us, Od ler us beleeve theſe Voices of God, aiid 


| lerfatth work fear, and fear work careto prepare an Ark, betyre 
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the Floud comes, Let us be amended by Guds warning- peeces, 
leſt we be conſumed by his murdering- pecces. 

Titre are two Morives to quicken 1s to che obedience of rhis 
Exhortation.. | God: 
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Gods Warnings are in Gods keeping. No man hath a lock and key | 


of Gods patience, He is long-ſiffering, but not alwaies ſuffering, 
and how long he will ſuffer, no man knows, Sometimes God is 
warning of a people 126 yeers, as he was the old world, Some. 
times but 40 yeers, as he dealr with the Jews, before the deſtru- 


' ion of Ieryſaltem : fomerimes but 40 dayes, as in Niniveb's 


caſe : ſometimes but one night, as in Lots cate, who had warning 
of the burning of Sodom, bur the Night betore, We in this Na- 
tion have had many yeers warning. I tear me,the Taper is almoſt 
burnt out; that rhe Sun of our proſperity is ready to ſet ; and that 
the hour-glalle of our happineffe is almoſt run our. This Bs our 
laſt warning. Miſtake me nor; I do not prophecie what God will 
do, but what we deſerve God fhould do, and what we may juſtly 
expc& he will do, and what we ought to provide,if he ſhould do. 
Let us amend-now, or never; before the day of Mercie be paſt, be- 
fore the draw-bridge be raken up.It may be too late the nexr yeer. 

The warnings ot God, when they are lighted, they will nece/- 
fitate and aggravate our condemnation, 

I, They will neceſſitate or condemnation, For there are three de- 
grees of Gods wrath: His threatning wrath, his punifhing wrath, 
and his condemning wrath. And this is Gods Method : Firſt, he 
threatnerh, before he puniſherh : And if his chreatning anger re- 
form us, we (ball never feel his puniſhing anger ; bur if his threat 
nings prevail not, we ſkall certainly feel his puniſhing anger. And 
if neither threars, nor puniſ@menrs prevail, nothing remains bur 


2, 


his condemning wrath : $7 now 2udzes vocem miſericordie, ſentes vg Beruard, 


cem jndicii, $2 nen audies primana tubam, ſenties ultimam, Si non au- 
dies Dem minantem, ſenties punientem & condemnantem, What de» 
ſtroyed che old world. but becauſe rhey did nor regard Noabs warn- 
ning ? Whar deftroyed Lots fons in Law, bur becanſe they mocked 
at Lots warning, 

2, T hey will aggravate our condemnation : For as a childe in 
the Morhers womb, the longer it is in che womb, before it comes 
forth, the bigger the childe will be, and the more pain ir will pur 
the Mother unto. So the longer God keeps in his wrath and is parti» 
ent roward a Nation, the bigger rhe chiide of wrath will be when 
it com-s forth, aud che grearer will be our miſery and affli&ion.. 
This Mcraphor God kimtelte uſerh, Tſaiab 42, 14, Ibave a long time 
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bolden my peace, I bave been ſtill, and refrained my ſelf ; now will I cry 
like a travelling woman, I will deftroy, and devonr at once, Though 
(od harh le2den feet, yer he hath zron bands, The longer he is be 
fore he ftrikes, the heavier the blow will be, when he ftrikes. Pa- 
tience is the proper purchaſe of the bloud of Chriſt. There was 
no patience under the firft Covenant. Dems non expectabat Angelor, 
non expectabat Adamums God did not wait for the Angels, nor for 
Alam ; - but as ſoon as ever they had ſinned, he throws the one 
out of Paradiſe, the other into hell. But for us fiafull fons of 
Adam, God for Chriſts fake tarrieth, and waitcth our converſwon, 
ON, let as nor fin againſt the meric.of Chriſts blood ! Read che 
50 Pſ2!.21, 22, Tbeſe tbings thou haſt dune, and I kept ſilence, thou 
tboughteſt that T was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf : but T will re« 
prove thee, and ſet them in order before thine eyes. Now conſider this, 
ye that forget God, leſt T tear you in peeces, and there be none to deliver, 
Let us not ſtop our ears from hearing theſc eight voices, leſt God 
turn his words into blows, and ſtep his ears from hearing our 
voices in our extremities. There are two degrees of mercie in 
God, iſericordia parva,@ miſericordia magna; His little mercic, 
and his great mercie, For God to wait our converſion, and to 
fore-warn us of evil to come, this is a mercie, and a great mercie 
11 it ſelf conſfidzred. Bur it is but alittle, in compariſon of the 
ſecond mercie, which is the great mercie ; and rhat is, when God 
gives us grace to make a holy uſe of his patience, ro make bis pa- 
tience our falyation, and to be led to repentance by it, The Lord 
beſtow this great mercie upon us ! 
The tbird Dottrinall concluſion, 
That Nationall curniog from evil,will divert Nationall judge- 
menrts,and procure Nationall bleſlings. $o faith che Text; Tf that 
Nation turn from their evil, then will T repent ; and not onely ſo, but 
(verſeg ) IT will build, and plant it, er: The Dofrine is a mer - 
cifull qualification of Gods abſolute power, he is fo far from nfing 
ic, as that he indenrs and covenanrs with every Nation, 4# they 
repent, I wilkrepent, Now whereas God is here ſaid ro repent, it is 
ſpoken «ryoTora%%, but it muſt be underſtood @c:me:mis. Cod 55 
1.0 as man, that be ſhould repent ; He is ſaid to repent , becauſe he 
doth that which men do when they repent, 1 will repent; thar is, I 
will turn my judgements into mercies, God doth _ 
2] 
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the Honouratle Houſe of Commons, Is 
will a cbange,bur he ever cbangeth bis will, God trom all eternity Dew wilt 
decreed to be ſerved in the old Teſtament with rypes and figures, Putationen 
and in the New Teſtamenr, in ſpirit and truth, Here was a wil! of Ne gr 
a change , but no change in Gods will, When Gods faid to repent, CRE 
the change is in us,not in God. As when the Sun foftneth the wax, a gunas, 
and: hat dneth the clay ; here is a different att of the Sun, bur che Dew ali 

hange ariſcth from the different obje&, not from the Sun. So 94474 mite 
God from all eternity decrees ro puniſh the impunitenr, and to ela 
bleſſe the penitent, And when a Nation by Gods Almighry grace —_— 
becomes penicenr, God rurns his puniſhments iato bleſſings ; bur wut de- 
the change is in the Nation, not in God. | cretum, 

And now give me leave to ſpeak my minde freely ; I am nor <8: 
come hither this day to feaft your ears, but to wound your hearts 69707 <ay 
hearts; you muſt not expedt cleganc and fine phraſes, Nor licet in 7 xo» 
tanta miſeria diſertum eſſe ; This is a day, not for humane, bur di- "ay 
vine eloquence, Non loquor diſerta ſed fortia, A day whercin we 
are to cry mightily unto God, to knock aloud at Heaven gates, 
and ro extort mercie from Gods hands, by a holy and acceprable 
violence. And for my part, I know not any DoGrine more ſara- 
ble to. work upon your hearts and affe@ions, then this plain 
concluſion ; That there is no other way to procure bleffings from 
God, or to turn away judgements from the Land, but by turn= 
ing from fin unto God, The wrath and punifhments which fin 
hath rwifted, Repentance will untwift, Sinne is as a thick 
Cloud, ſtopping the Sun-fhine of Gods mercie ; but if we turn 
from fin, this will melt the Cloud, and cauſe the Son of Righ- 
rcouſnciſe to ſhine upon us. Sin, ir is asa Devil in the Air, ro 
hinder our prayers from aſcending ; but if we turn from fin, this 
will charm the Devil, and make Saran like lightning fall down 
from Heaven, Sin is like ſo many great pecces of Ordnance, 
planted and charged upon high mountains, ready ro ſhoot down 
Cities and Kingdoms : But if we curn from fin, this will take 
away the force of theſe Canons, and make them as Paper-ſhot. 
Sin is a wall of ſcperation between God and us ; To turn 
from fin, will break down this wall. Sin is the great make- 
bate berween God and man : Sin diffolverh Parliament un 
happily ; Sin puts variance between a King and his Subje&s, 
Sin deſtroyed Rocbel, and rhe Palatinate ; is brought the ſword 
| ' Ianto 
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into Trel;n4, and will bring it inco Exgland, unleffe we rurn 
away trom all our evil doings, To turn from fin, is a key ro un«- 
lock all the cheſts of Gods mercics. Ir is Clavzs vifceram Dei, A 
prefcryative againſt al] miſery.O the divine Rherorick,and omni- 
potent efticacie of Repenrance ! This is that Rain-bow, which 
it God ferh ſhining in our hearts, he will never drown our fouls, 
That Rar which will bring us to Chriſt, A repenting faith, is our 
Terul. de o ..,.5 ancbora to flye unto; it is Ilex msſcricordie : It ryes Gods 
pemt. F + . : | 
24enticra Nands, and charms his wrath, There is no thunder=bolt fo grear, 
dens  wver- no wrath fo tarfous in God, bur repentance will abolifh ic, This 
rews peceata, Abigail will eaſily appeaſe our heavenly David, though hee 
Id, march never 10 furiouſly, Repentance is fo acceprable ro God, 
that he rewarded 4bab for his bypecriticall repentance , that 
others by his example might be provoked to rurn truly ro God, 
who knew not his repentance to be hypocriricall. I have here a 
large field of matter, for a yeer, rather then a day : But as a lit- 
tle Boat may land a man into a large Continent ; fo a few words 
may ſuggett matter ſafficient to a judicious ear, for a whole lifes . 
meditation. I ſhall not fpcnd time in unfolding the nature of 
Ut of x his dury of ruraing from fin; or in ſhewing rhe reafons why this 
hortacion furning is ſo porent to divert judgements, and procure mercies 
unto two (this is the work of every Sermon.) I will onely make one Uſe 
+ © Duties of Exhortation (for it needs application,more then explication,) 
| To beleech you to turn the DoErine into pratiie, and-to exe + 
preſſe the finceriry of your Repenrance, by rwo duries, which are 
1 as the two poles, upon which our cerning from fin d th move, | 
| By Humiliation, and Retormation ; Humiliation for fins paſt, 
Retormarion for the time ro come : Humiliation without Refor« 
mation. is a foundation without a building : Reformation without 
or Humil;ation. proves often a building, witbout a foundation. Both of 
| them rogerher , comprehend the Effentialls of this great dury, 
| which is the very quintefſence of Pratticall Divinity. 
| 3. ToHy* 17, Leruscurn unto God by Humiliation for fins paſt. This 
LÞ  miliacion. day 1s a day of Humiliation ; A Sabbarh of weeping and mourn- j 
''Þ ing, wher in weſhould waſh the tee: of Chrilt wich our tears, | 
LE wherein we ſhould weer bi rerly before the Lord, powre torrh 
13 our hearts [i';e water, and ({trive who ſhould pur molt rears into 
"b Gods bortle, L beſcech you, ler us turn utro Gud with true pes 
| mr.nt 
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nicent tears, drawn from the well of a broken heart, tercht out 
with the bucket of Gods love, 
Letus fanftifie a Faſt , and afflift our ſouls before the Lord, 
that this day may become a day of atronement, And becauſe the 
Well is deep, and our hearts are very hard, and ſome, it may be, ,_ 
want buckets to draw water withal! : Give me leave to offer pychers ts 
unto you ſeven buckets, which will ſerve, as ſeven helps ro Hu- eraw our 
miliation, the water 
1, Let every man conſider his own fins, which he him{elf is *** 
ouilcy of: Have we not broken the holy, and righteous Com- 
mandements of God a thouſand times, and ſha!l not this break 
our hearts ? Have we not broken our vows and covenants which 
we have often made with God, and will nor the medication of 
this break our hearts? God in Scripture is faid to have a bag x, ,, .. 
and a bottle; A bag to pur our ſins in, and a bottle to pur our pal 56.8, 
rears in, Haye we not filled Geds bag with our fins, and ſhall | 
we not. now fill Gods bottle with our rears ? Doth it not grieve x ph. 4 30. 
us, that we have ſo often grieved the boly Spirit of God ? Are we Am. > 1 'F 
not heavie laden with thoſe frms, with which God himſelf z/ 
preſſed, as a cart with ſheaves ? Ts not God himfelt broken with E:e.6.9, 
enr —_— hearts, and will not this break Our hard hearts? Have 
we not had yeers of finning? Oh let us have one Day of mourn« 
ing! Have wee nor trampled the blood of Chriſt under our 
feet, and ſhall not rhe blood of this Scape-goart melt onr Ada- 
mantine hearts ? It is an excellent ſaying, That in «ll the ſins 5; 5, 
we commit, we muſt not ſ0 mucb conſider tbe ſin that 35 committed, as ſong to 
the God againſt whom it is committed, And this will provoke us to move us to 
great Humiliation for little fins, as well as great fins. For there 67eat {or- 
18 no ſin ſimply litcle, There is no little God ro ſin againſt, The ney h 
leaſt minimum ſpirituale, the leaſt offence is commitred againſt an =, 
infinite God; & therefore deſerves infinite puniſhment. There was : 
no little price paid for little fins; the leaſt fin coſt rhe ſhedding of 
the blond of the ercrnall God. There is no little diſobedience in a * 
lictle ſin. For as there is the ſame rotundiry in a lirrle ronnd Ba!l, 
as ina great one : ſo there is the ſame diſobedience againſt God, 
in alittle ſin, as well as in a great one. To difobey God in #4 
a lictle , is no little dikobedience. There is no little unthank= ak 
zulnefſe in alittle fin, For the leffer the thing is, in wee we 
often 
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offend God, thergreater is the unthankfulneſſe, chat we will fin 
againſt God, for folictle a matter, There is no little pollution 
and defilement in a little fin, A little puddle may dirty a man, as 
well as a great one, A little Bodkin may wound a Ceſar to 
deach, There is no little puniſhment, for little ſins ; For the wa- 
ges of fin 3s death, The wages of fin as fin, and theretore of every 


1; lex non diftingait, And theretore let us, Ibeleech you, mourn 
with a great lamentarion, for our little oaths, our idle words, 
our omiſſions of good duries , and defects in good duries, &c, 
Can we mourn tor the lofſe of our eſtates, for rhe dearh of our 
Children ? And ſhall we not mourn that we have loft God, and 
the peace of a good conſcience by our fins ; and that our hearts 
are to dead and dull to goodneſſe ? Can we cry for the ſtone in 
the bladder, and nor for a tony heart ? The ſtone in the bladder 
can bur kill rhe body ; bur a ſtony heart will caſt body and foul 
into Hell. Weep for thoſe diſeaſes that will deitroy foul and 
body for ever. We have been often in the valley of Hinnon, facri- 
ficing our ſons and daughters unto Devils, by their wicked edu - 
cationsz improving our parts and mercjes, to the ſervice of the 

Devil. Oh. ler us this day deſcend into the valley of Bacab, and 

ler us make this Chnrch a Bocbim, a placeof weeping. We have 

many Church-ſins, Sermon-fins, Sacrament-fins, Let us have 

Church-rears tor our Church-lins. 

Buck. 2, -A \econd help ro humiliation, is the conſideration of the fins 
of the: Nation wherein we live. This Kingdom is an Iland in» 
compaſſed with three Oceans ; nor onely with an Ocean of water, 
but alto with an Ocean of mercies (no Nation more exalted in 
mercies) and 1 may as truly adde, with an Ocean of fins, And that 
which makes our fins the greater, is becanfe our mercies have 
been fo great, We have ſinned nnder mercies ; we have pro- 

Pla.205 7. yoked God, at the ſea, even the red ſez, This was a great agpra« 

- vation of the [fraelites fin, and fo it is of ours, We bave tinned, 
not onely under mercies, bur with our mercies, we have made a 
golden Calt.with the jewels of mercies, which God hath beſtowed 
upon us, ' We have taken the Members of Chrift, and have made 
them che Members of a Harlot. Whar fin is there-under the cope 

_ of heaven, whe:cot any Nation is guilty, which we have nor 
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ingrofſed ro our ſelves? Lerus weep tor the beaftly drunkennetie 


of this Nation : But why doT call ic beaſtly f tur generatly buaits 
arc ſober : Ir deſeryes a name intertour to bealts, tor io 1t makes a 
man for the time, Avuftin (aith, that in his dayes drunkennefle 
was grown to that heigth, as that rhere was no remedy againlt ics 
but by calling of a Synod. And in our dayes ir is grown to that 
Gyant-like bignefle , as that therc is no hope of redreſic , bur in 
the Parliatnenr, Woe to this Land becauſe of tl:is fin; this is that 
which will make us unable to itand before our enemies, and to 
fagger likea drunken man, For this {1n God gives aland over to 
the fpirir of giddinefle, | er us weep for the blaſphemous ſwear 
ing thar is inthe Nation,wherein (it in any thing) there is a pride 
raken in offending God, tor other benefit of it I know none. 
For this fin the land mourneth, and let us mourn, Weep for 
the adalrery and fornication, which as an Epidemicall diſeaſe 
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will 7udge; It man will nor, God will. He that divorceth him- 
{elf from his wife, and joyns himſelf to a Harlor , God will di. 
vorce himſelt from fuch a man, and divorce his mercies and ble{ 
ſings from him, Weep for the coverouſneffe of the Nation, This 
fin is the root of all evil: and for this fin God will root out a 
Nation, He that is ſwallowed up with earth, (as Corab, and 
his company) his ears ſtopped wirh earth, his heart ſtuffed with 
earth, God will give him earth enough when he dyes; and 
they that love earth ſo immoderately, are likely to have lictle 
enough of Heaven, Weep for the Oppreſſion, Extortion, Bri= 
bery, Lying, Griping, Ulſury, Couſenage and Deceir in trading, 
Theſe fins will cauſe a fourth Ocean to incompaſle this Tiand, 
and that is an Ocear of miſery. Ler us ſhed tears for rhe innocenc 
blood thar is ſhed in the Land; for the devilliſh pride thar Is 
amongf us : Pride of hearr, pride of apparel], in following the fa- 
fhions of every Nation almoſt, How juſtly may we expeQ that 
God ſhould make us ſlaves to that Nation, whoſe faſhions we fo 
eagerly follow ? Mourn for the great prophanation of onr Chri- 
ftian Sabbarh-Gay :' how can we expe rhat God fhould give us 
reſt in this Land, if we will not give him a Sabbath, a day of relt ? 
Oh,ler our eyes guſh down with rivers of tears! O that our heads 


were fountains of rears for the Idolatry (that Land-deyouring 
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fin of IdoJarry) for the fuperſticion, rhe Apoſtaſic, the contempr 
of rhe Golpel, and of the Miniſters, and Miniftry of it that raigns 
amongſt us! Ic is time for God ro deprive us of Afannzz, when 
we begin ro be weary ot ic; the time may come when we may have 
Sermons few enough, that negleX them {© much as ſome do. The 
Confeflors that fled tor their Religion in Queen aries dayes, 
acknowledged (as Vrſinws relates) that that great inundation of 
mitery came jultly upon them, for the negle& of, and unprofita- 
bleneſſe under the Goſpel, which they had. injoyed in King Ed- 


wards dayes. And it they were ſo ſeyeraly puniſhed, for a few 


yeers contempt of the Goſpel ; what a ſuperlative degree of pu- 
nifhment do we deſerve, that have had the Gofpel of Peace, and 
the peace of the Goſpel, tor almoſt an hundred yeers, and yer are 
{o unlike the Goſpel in our converfations ? The time would fail, 
if I ſhould make a catalogue of our Nationall fins. Oh, let us be 
one of the mourners in $zoz, for the abominations of the Land ; 
that {o we may be markt out tor ſatery. And ler us take this rule to 
periwade us ; Thoſe fins which we know others to commit, and yet 
mourn not for them, theſs ſins become our own ſins : And therefore we 
may well pray with Auſtine, Lord deliver me from other mens fins, 
woicb for went of mourning and grieving for, T bave made mine own, 

A third Bucker ro draw the water of tears withall, is thecon- 
ſideration of the great breaches that are in Church and State. We 
are divided in minutula fruſtula (as Auftine of the Donatiſts. ) 
Let rheſe breaches break our hearts, ler rhele rents rend onr 
hard hearts, For the diviſion of England let us have great thoughts 
of hearr, 

A fourth help to humiliation, is the confideration of the mi- 
{cries that are like to come upon us, as the wofull conſequent of 
rheſe breaches. As our Saviour Chrift, when he came neer Terw« 
falem and beheld the fin of ir, and the defolation that was impens« 
dent over ir» he wept, ſaying; Ob tbat thor badſt known, even tbou, 
c4 leaft in tbis tby day, ths tbings which belong unto thy peace ! but now 
they are bid from thine eyes, 8c, Su lect us concemplate the (ins of 
Englamd, and the deftrution which we may juſtly expeRt, as the 


fruic of our (ins; and let us weep over England, and ſay,Oh Exg- 


land, England, that killeft the Prophers, and ſtoneft them rhar are 
ſent unto chee! O that chou hadſt known,even rhou,ar leaſt in _ 
roy 


. 


——_ 


the Honouratle Houſe of Commons, 21 


thy day, thethings which belong ro thy peace. Tris reported of 
Xerxes, that having prepared 3909009. men to fight wich the Gree 147%, 
czans, and beho!ding fo great a multitude of Souldiers, he tell a 
weeping out of rhe conlideration,that not one of rhem ſhould re- 

main alive, within the ſpace of an hundred yeers, Much more 
ought we ro mourn, when we conſider the abundance of people 

char are in England, and the abundance of fin perpetrated among 

us; and what ſhall become nor onely of our bodies within thee 

tew years, bur what fhall become of our ſouls to all ercrnity, 

A fifth Bucket is, the contemplation of Germany, which is now A ffh 
become a Golgotha, a place of dead mens ſculls, and an Ace/dama, help to hu: 
a field of blood. Some Nations are chaltiſed with the ſivord; aun, 
Ochers with famine; Others with man-deſtroying Plague, Bur 
poor Germany hath been ſorely whipped with all theſethree iron 
whips at the ſame time,and that tor above twenty yeers ſpace.Oh 
ler us make uſe of this Bucket, and draw out water wÞ þ pour it 
out before rhe Lord this day ; let us ſend up our cries to Heaven 
for Germany, It is a {13n that we are not true members of the body 
of Chriſt, becauſe we have no more fellow-tceling of the miſerics 
of the ſame body.A dead member hath no ſence of its own milery, 
or of the bodies diſtemper, It we be living members,we will ſym» 
pathize with the calamities ef Gods people. 

A fixth help to Humiliation, is the conſideration of the bleed. , . " 
ing condition of Ireland, T need not relate (you have great rea- Bucke oa 
ſon to know it better then my ſelf) the inhumane, barbarous, 
Cannibaliſticall , and ſuper-ſuperlative our-rages, butcheries , 
and maflacres that are there commirred by thoſe bloody Rebels. 

Oh, ler us ſendup one tear this day, as an Orator to the Throne 

of Grace,to plead for mercie tor poor Tr:land ! This is one chief 

caute of this generall Faſt, to pray and weep for Treland. Help ir 

(Right Honorable)O help ir with your Prayers and Tears. Tears 

have voices as well as words, 1 thank bee, Ob Lord, (faith David ) Pal 6.8, 
that thou baft beard the voice of my weeping. Where note, weeping 

hath a voice, And as Muſick upon the waters ſounds farcher, 

and more harmoniouſly then upon the Land : So Prayers joyned 

with Tears, cry louder in Gods ears, and make {weerer Mulick .,,,,,,,. ., 
then when tears are abſent. When Ant ipater had written a large ,,;,, 


Lerrer againſt Alexanders Mother unco Alexander, the King Alexand, 
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anfwered him ; Doſt thou not know that one rear from my Mo- 
ther, will waſh away all her faults? So it is with God; A penirznr 
reare 15.an undeniable Embafſadour. An obje& Iook't upon 
when it is in the water, ſeemes bigger than when ic is our of the 
water, Let us looke upon Trelands miſery through the water of 
our teares, and this will repreſent 1t in its due proportion. Let us 
weepe, becauſe we cannot weepe, let our hearts weepe, becanſe 
our eyes cannot weepe. To move your hearrs a lictle more, ſuffer 
mee to propound three examples. 1 The example of Abrabarr, 
who was ſo zealous for the preſervation of Sedow, that by an hum- 
ble importunity he broughe God downe to theſe rerms, that it 
there had beene ten Whear- ears in Sodvmee, all rhe Tares ſhould 
have been ſpared for theſeren mens fake. And when God was gone 
from Abrabam , hee continued fo folicicous for the good of $9- 
dim; that (as Lutber thinks ) he could not {leepe all night. I am 
ſure the Scripture ſaith, He gate wp early in the morning to toe place 
where he ſtood before the Lord, and be looked toward Sodom, to ſee 
what was become of his Prayers. If 4brabam did thus much for $9« 
dom,tor wicked Sodom; ought not you ro be much more zealous 
tor the Proteſtants in Treland, who profeffe the ſame faith, and are 
under the ſame Goverment with us in England, 2, Ler mee of- 
ter the example of Nebemzab, who though for his own particular 
he was in great proſperity, and in great favonr at the Court; yer 
when he heard of the affli&tion and miſery of the people of God ar 
Ierſalem, hee fare downe and wepr, and mourned, and faſted,and 
never defiſted, rill hee had obrained leave to goe and helpe his bre- 
chren at Terzſzlem, 3. I ſhall propound the example of Hierome, 
who was writing a Commentary upon Ezekzel!; but when hee 
heard of the beſfieging of Rome (aplace wherin hehad formerly li- 
ved) andof the dearth of many godly people, he was ſo aſtonithed 
and amazed ar thenewes, that tor many nights and dayes hee could 
think of nothing, Et in captivitate Sanforum ſe e ſe Captivum put a= 
bat, He chought himfelfe raken caprive. I might adde the tory of 
Phineas wite, bur I forb-are. Let rheſe examples be your inſtru- 
Gon and encouragmenr. Me thinks I hearea voice in Ireland, 
likerhe voice thar was heard in Rama, Lamentation and weeping 
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for ber children, and would nos 
be comforted , becauſe they are not. Me thinks I ſee (do nor ou 
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ſo alſo?) the poore peopte of Ireland looking on: of rh<ir wine 

dows, and crying out as the Mother of Siſer.r, ty is bis chariot (7 Tud.s. 28, 
long in coming? why tary the wheeles of 635 Chariot? Why is aideto 

long delayed? Wherz are Englands bowels ? Me thinks T ce 

the very flames of this great fire that is kinoled in Ireland, Oh, 

Jer this fire melt our hard hearts into pitty and con;paſhon ! 

I doubt not bur this Bucket will draw our a preat deal ct 

warer this day. 

There is one Bucket more; the laſt, bur not the leaſt; and that 7* 
is the conſideration of the Lord ſeſus Chriſt. His body was rent 
and torne for us, Oh ler this red and reare our hearts that c- 
ver we ſhould finne againſt ſuch a Chriſt! His bloud was poured 
forth as a facrifice for our (ins. Oh ler us pour forth our rears, 
for our cffences againſt him! B=loved in ths Lord; This is a 
day wherin wee ought to make conſcience, to get our hearts af- 
feted with deep forrow for fin 3 otherwiſe we do but take Gods 
name in vain. Now there is no way more powerſull to pro- 
duce this affe& then by going ro mount Calvary, and by bury- 
ing our ſelves in the meditation of Chriſt. crucified, There is 
a tory of an Earl called.E/zearzs, that was much given to immo- 
derate anger; and the means he uſed to cure this diſordred affeci- 
on, was by ftndying of Chritt, and of his parience in ſuffering rhe 
injuries and affronrs that were offered unto him, and he never ſuf. 
fered rhis meditation ro paſſe fromr him, betore he found his 
heart transformed inro the fimilitude of Jefus Chrift, Wee 
are all fick of a hard and ſtony heart ; and if ever we defire 
to be healed of this ſou!-damning diſeaſe, let us have re- 
courſe ro rhe Lord Teſus Chrift ; and never leave meditating 
of his breakings and woundings tor us, till we finde vertue 
coming our of Chrift,ro break our hearrs. ler us pray to the great 
heart-maker, that he would be the heart=breaker. So much for 
the duty of Humiliation. 

The ſecond dury, wherein we muſt expreſſe oar turning to The (- 
God is Reformation, Humiliation 1s nor tuffticient without Re- cond duty 
formacion. Tr is not enough to be broken for ſin, but we muſt i> Refor- 
alſo be broken from ſin, As a bird cannot flye with one wing, 939 
nor a man walk with one leg; no more can we get to Heaven by 
Hamiliacion, wichouc Reformation. Borh of them conjoyned, 
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ue the legs and wings by which we walk and flic co heaven. And 
therefore let me moſt earneſtly exhorr you to repent trom ſx, as 
well as for ſin. The Crown we fight for this day, the Garland we 
run forthe mark we aim at, is Mercie; this is our joynt ſuir, Thar 
God would ſhew mercie to England and Ireland, Now the way to 
obtain mercie is cleerly expreſſed, Pro.2 8,13, He that confeſſeth aud 
for ſaketb bis ſins, ſhall bave mercie, This God cals tor from heaven; 
this all the faichfull Miniſters 1n the City preach tor this'day,Re- 
fOormation,Reformation,Reformation. As M* Bradford ar the ſtake 
cried oursſo doT at this time, Repent,O Englandyrepent,vepent, There 
is a three-fold Fa{t,a Falt fro mear,trom wirth,from fin, The two 
firſt will nor ſuffice wichour the laſt. A beaſt may faſt from mear. 
The Devils faſt,faith Ambroſe, The old world (as ſome think) did 
never eat fleth, and yer they were all drowned. Though we could 
faſt till we were perte& Anatomilts; rhough we could pray and 
kneel, till our knees were as hard as Camels knees (as it is re- 
ported of James the brother of Chriſt ) yet all were to no purpoſe, 
without this 119rn1ng from ſin, This is jermminm magnum) as Auſtin 
faith, This is jeprmium totivs aunt, jejunum omnium partium, This 
is the great and everlaſting faſt, ro talt from {in by reformation, 


TE Re- Now this Reformation, it muſt have two properties,which are 
St. borh of chem mentioned in the Text, 1, It muſt be Perſonall: 2.TIr 
b 


muſt be Nationall, It muſt be perſonall ; for fo faith theText; If 
\ Perſona1 Thar Nation againſt whom T have pronounced,trrn from their evil, 
* A malitia ſua, Every man hath ſome fin which is his peccatum in 
deliciis,his dile;i delictum,his beloved fin,the fin of his conſtitu- 
tion.l et us turn from that ſin,whatſoever ic is; & if we know nor 
what that {in is-let us turn from every fin, and ſo we ſhall be ſure 
to turn from thar ſin, This the K of Niniveb comanded, that every 
one of his ſubjc&s ſhould cry mightily wmto God, S nor only-fo,bur 
every one to turn from bis evil ray ,and from the violence that 25 in theay 
, bands,Thus muſt we;we mutt be able to fay withDavid, 1 bave kept 
Plal.19.23 my ſelf from my ſin, We live in times wherein there was never more 
rurning; ſome turn like the Dog to the vomir,and like the Sow ro 
the wallowing in the mire; fume turn Arhciits, ſome Papiſts, 
ſme Socinians, ſome Arminians ; fome turn 1ike the wearher= 
cock, which way the winde bioweth ; which way ſoever preter- 
mnt goes, that way they turn : Many turn Neucers : Many turn 


from 
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from Chrifts (ide, ro be of Antichrijts ſide 3 Many turn cold and 
Tcy for God and his Church : Somgare like unto the Chame« 
lion, that will change it (lt into any colour but white,  Soma=- 
ny will turn to beany thing bur good : 1t the times turn 1]},tney 
will be naught; but if rimesrurn good, they will not be g00d, 
But I beſezch you, let all us here preſ:nt before the Lord 
this day. turn ſincerely unto the Lord our God from all iniquity, 
Let us {trip our ſelves {tark naked of all the rags of the old Adam, 
Feepemt of yuur prides z cult and aſhes doth better become you. 
Repcnt of your glottony anddrunkenneſice;; let weeping be your 
drink, and faſtir:g your m:at, Repent of your ſwearing, Cor- 
de:nnc your felves our ct your own mouthes, that God may 
Juſtifie you, Repcerr of your coverouſnefle 2 Tt ever you expert 
to gai Heaven, look nor after tbe carth ſo much, Repent of 
your Adultcry, that Gud way marry youuntohiunſ{cH, and leſt 
you be marricdto cternail Alames, Rejent of your {ccurity,that 
you may live {.curcly. _ No way to eſcape damnation , but by 
Repentance:and no man that cver repented aright,but did eſcape 
damnarion. Ohrhar this day might be the converſion of ſome 
ner, rhit they may be able to ſay, From ſuch a Faſting-day , T be« 
gan to turn znto God | Oh that this Faſting-day might be a Fe- 
ſtivall-day to rhe Angels in Heaven, who rejoycear th: conyer«: 
ſion of a ſinner ! Oh that ſome Zicbewus would make reſtitation 


this day ! That ſom: Proirgall childs would return to his Hea»: - 


venly Father ! God Almighty exceedingly delights ro ſhew 
mercy to a pcnitent ftinner, As a Husband-man delights:much 
in that ground, that after along untruitfulnefle, proues fruitful, 
and calls his friends and nc1g}bours, to behold that ground + 


As Captain loves that Souldier that once f:daway cowardl , TH 


and afterwards returns, and fights valiantly ; Even ſo God is 
wonderfully inamoured witha finner , that having once mads 


ſhipwrack oi agoo4 conſcience, yet at laſt returns, and ſwims 


to Heavennpon the plank of Faith and Repentance, This 184 
notable provoctiion to all wretch.d hard-hcarted finners ro 
turn unto God by true Repzntance, God is fo tarre from refu- 
fing you, that he rejoyceth in your converfion, and-is more rea» 
dy to receive you » than you are to come, And Lmay fafely 


 adde, 
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add:, That in ſome ſenſe God d-lights more in a penitent Pro- 
Luk, x5, digall, than one of his righteous chrfdren. As the good Sheep. 
herd rejoyced m3re in his loit Shcep, than in his 99 Sheep : 
And the good Woman i: her loſt Groat : And the good Father 
in his loſt ſonne, more than 1a the ſonne that went not aftray, 
| Ic is true, that T:2nocency of life is beter, fimply and abſolutely con» 
{fidzred, rhan Repentance : And it 15 mor? to bz deſired to live 
| without ſin, than to have grace to repent after fia, As a whole Gar-= 
meat is berter than a rent Garments» and yet a rent Garment ma 
be ſo kandſom:ly picced together, that there ſhall be little dit- 
ference bztween that and a wholz Garment, A penitent fn- 
ner that feelingly apprehends the great mercy of God, in par. 
doning ſo great afinner as hz was : the ſenſe of this diſtinguiſh- ; 
ing love of Godtowards him, raiſ.th up his heart to a higher 554 
Pitch of zeal, and enables him | to draw neer to God with 
| more affe&ion , and fervently to be more tender ef finne, 
and to do, and ſuffer mor: for God many times, than thoſe 
that are more rightcous than he is. As ſuppoſe two men at Sea, 
'Y th: one comes ſafely to (hore without danger , the other eſcapes 
| | to ſhore not without great hazard and perill of life : He that 
| comes without hazard hath more cauſe {imply to bethankfull ; yer 
ordinarily , he that had the greater danger , out of ſenſe of his 
danger, will return more praiſe than the other, Saint Pay l:- 
boured more than all the other Apoſtles, becauſe he was a greater 
ſinner than all the other Apoſtl:s, and had obtained greatec mer- 
cy. Therefore Mary Magdalen loved mucb, becauſe much was forg i« 
ven ber, e never rcade that the blefled Virgin ever came to waſh 
the Feet of Chriſt with her tears. But Mary Magdalen , a great 
ſinner, the did it ; and ſhe comes firſt to the Sepulcher, and after- 
| wards (as ſome report) ſhe ſpent 3o yeers in G2llia Narbonenſs, 
I in weeping for her ſins. Gregory brings the example of David, 
| who, atcer he had obtained pardon for murthering Uriah, and 
| committing adultery wich Batbſheba, fell a longing after the wa- 
I ter of B-thlebem : But when the water was brought, He poured it 
1 forth before the Lord , and would not drink of it , becauſe it bazarded 
| tbe lzves of big men, Obſerve how tender of fin David was, after 
| his Repentance, He that before had ſpilt innocent blood, isnow 
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troubled in conſcience for putting the lives of his'men in Jeopar« 
dy : H2that b-fore longed for another mans wife,doth now repent 
for d:firing another mans water, Bernard brings the exampl: of 
Peter. who betore his denyall, confidently told Chriſt, Though all 
forſook him, yet be world not ; yet afterwards, when he had repent- 
ed of his derying of Chriſt, he was ſo tender, that when Chrit 
purpoſely asked him three times, Lopeſt thou me more than theſe ? 
he anſwers not comparatively, as before, but pofitively ; One!y 
Lord thou knoweſt T love thee, And this is another provocation to 
exhort all ſinners to lay hold upon this holy Anchor, this wrath- 
charming Repentance, Come all ye prodigall childrsn, all ye - 
loſt ſheep that have gone aſtray : Bzhold, your Heave ly Father | 
is not onely rcady, but joyfull to receive you ; and, if rightly un» 
derſtood, more joyfull, than in his faithfull Children. Was 
there eyer mercy like to this ! Oh that we had hearts to embrace 
it ! And the greater any man 1s in eſtate, and parts, the more ho- 
neur God ſhall have, if ſach a man will turn to God this day, 
Great men are the Looking-glafſe of the Countrey where they 
live, according to which , moſt men dreſſe themſelves : If they 
be wicked, the whole Countrey is much tho worſer by them, 2wgran- 
The vices of Rulers, are Rules of vices, Q:icquid faciunt preci- iu nomen | 
pere videntrer, Tt the head be giddy, the members reel ;If the Li- Pfr rren 
ver be tainted, the body is Dropſie. Feroboams made all Iſrael tg " p 
fin, But when great men prove good men, it is not tobe ex 
prefled what good they do, When Criſpus the chief Ruler of the AR. 188+ 
Synsporue, believed on the Lord, many of the Corinthians bearing, be- 
lieved alſo, When the Maſter of the Family was converted, 
his whole Family were alſo baptized, The Lord make all great 
me? good men, and good men ( of parts and abilities ) great 
en. 2, Trmuſt 
2. As this R ofa mation muſt be Perſornall , fo alfo it muſt be be Naci- 

Nationall , for ſo fgiththe Text, If tat Nation againſt which @c, onall. 
A particular man, Þy turning unto God , may turn away a 
particular Judgement, But when the {ins of a Nation are ge- 
nerall, and the Tudgements Upan a Nation gznerall, the turning 
mutt be generall, If the S:a hath broken the banks, and over- 
flown the Countrey, it is not the careof one or two men, by re» 
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pairing their banks, that can prevent the inundation, Even fo 
when God is overflowing a Land with a generall dettration , 
there muſt bz a generall endeavour to make up the whole breach, 
There mu'\t be a Court-Reformation , a Countrey-Retormati= 
no, 1 Ci-y-Retormation, Church and State-Re<formation, a G2» 
nerall Reforination, 


Drueſt, But how ſhall we do to obtain this gznerall Rctormarion ? 
Anſ(w, Two wayes, 
jf If you that are the repreſentative Body of this Nation, as you 


and under this relation, be reformed, the Nation it {-It may be 
faidtobe reformed, For you arcthe Nation repreſ:ntatively , 
virtually, andeminently ; you ſtand inthe place of the whole 
Nation ; andit youſtand for Gods Cauſe, the whole Narion 
doth it in you. O11 let it notbe faid , That the Reformers of 
others, need reformation th:mſelves ! If the eye be dark, how 
great 1s that darknefl:? &c, If the Salt thac ſcaſoneth other 
things be unlavoury,, wherewith ſhill itbe (exſoned ? This is 
the firſt way. 

2, The ſ:cond way to reform a Natton, is, When you that are 
the repreſentative Body of the Nation do, as much as 1n you li. 
cth, to rcform the Nation you repreſent, This is a duty that God 
requires andexpeas from your hands, It was th: complaint of 
Nebemiab, That the Nobles of Tckoah did not put their necks to the 

Neb. 3: 1. yoke of the Lordjthis was a great bl:mith to th:m.Let not, I beſeech 
you, the like brand of infamy be cit upon any of you. It cannor 
be denied but that this Nation needs Reformation,n2t only in re 
ference to the Common- wealth, bur alſo to the Church. The 
Prophet in the ninth verſe compares a Nation to a Hoſe that 
ne:ds building, aid to an Orchard chat reeds planting. And ſure 
it is, that the Honſe of this Nation is much out of re»air : the 
Houſe of the Lord lieth waſte, and there 1s much rubbiſh 1 1t, 
Many pollutions have crept ito our DoQrine , much cehlce 
ment into our W orſhip;many liegall innovations have d:en obs 
truded upon us ; the very poſts end pillars of this Houts, many 
of them arerotten ; the ſtones are looſe and uncemente?; the 
Hauſe cxcecdingly divi ied and diſtrated with diverticy of 
opinions : the very foundation is ready to ſhake, and the Houſe 
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to fall down about our cars. The Garden of this Nation 15 over= 

grown with weeds ; and thereare many, not onely unprofitable, 

but hurtfull trecs planted in this Garden, Now this is the great 

work that the Lord requireth at yonur hands, O ye Woirtines of 

Ifrac] ! Toſtub up all theſe unprofitadie trees , and to repair 

the breaches of Gods Houle, to build jt up in its be;ucy, accorde 

ing tothe patte:n in the Mount, ad to bring usback, not onely 

70 our firſt Reformation mn Ring, Edwards dayes, but to reforms ths 

Reformation it ſelf, For we were then newly crept out of Pope 

ry, and ( like unto m2n newly come out of priſon, where they 

bave been long d-tained ) 1t was impoſſible but our garments 

ſhould fmella little of the dungeon from whence we cam-*. Tt 

is faid of Zazirus , That when he came f11{t out of the Grave, 

Fe c ame boznd band and foot, with Grave«clothes , and bis face was Toh.11 24, 

bound about with a Napkin, So it was with us in our firft Ree 

formation : it was a mott bleſſed and glorious work, like the re» 

ſurre&ion from the Grave ; but yet notwithſtanding we cane 

out of this Grave bound hands and feet with our Graves 

clothes, and cyes-blinding Napkins3 we brought many things 

out vich us, which we ſhould have Ictc bzhindzs, Oar Saviour 

Chriſt rof: trom the dead, and let all Eis 11zmen clothes behinde Toy, ro. 5, 

him : So muſt we bury all ſuperititious Ceremonies in the grave ; 

of oblivion, and perte&a Reformation according torhe Word 

of God, And as our Saviour Chritt, inthe place fore-mention- 1h, 1.444 

cd, commanded his Diſciples to unbinde Lazzrw, and to take 

away his Grave=clothes, Ohthat yeu alſo would command 

the Apoſtles of Chriſt, rhe faithfull and learned Minifters of 

this Kingdome, to mcet in a free Nationall Synod, for ro inform 

you about the tzking away of theſe Grave-clothes , and eyes- 

blinding Napkins, or whatſoever cle ſhall appear to be: preju= 

diciall to the picty and purity of Gods Worſhip, But then Ido 

molt carneſtly b<{e:ch you to take h:e4 that thoſe whom you 

Call to this Synod , be not like unto the Cardinalls and Prelates 

who met at Rome, to conſu't about Reformation of the C:urch, 

of whom Luther { D2aks, That they were like unto Foxes * lid, 

that went to ſweep a houſe full of duſt with their tails, ConendyT. 

and inſtead of ſweeping out the duſt , they ſwept itall aboutthe 
| houſe, 
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houſe, and matea gr-at{mokefor th: while, but when they 
were gone, the duit fel; all dowp az4in, I doubr not but 1 this 
motion ( which Ioftcr in all humility ) ſaccced, your Wiſe- 
domes will be carcfull to make ſuch qualifications, both of the 
perſons that are to chuſe, and to be choſen, that no Miniſter, 
lyable to any 1ſt exception, ſhall hivea voice in this Synod,for 
tear I: our greateſt remedy prove to be our greateſt ruine. But 
this by the-way, 

Oh that the Lord would make mean inftrument this diy , to 
encourage youto go on inthe Work of Reformation ! For Sz- 
Taiz, 91 ſake 1rill not bold my peace, and for Jeruſalems (ihe Trill :0t reſt, 

untill the righteouſueſſe thereof go forth as brightneſſe , and the jalva- 

| Hionthereof 4s a Lamp that burneth, Ariſe, ariſe , bave mercy upon 

Son ; for the ſet time to fovonr her, yea, the ſet time 35 come + Let it pity 

you to ſee Sion inthe duſt, Li:tthis b2 the produ& of this ſolemn 

Faſt, to quicken you to a Nationall Reformation, When Moſes 

had been converting with Gol, his face ſhone when he came 

down, Youare now converfing with God in theMount : Oh 

that your lives might ſhine forth in holineſſe, after this day ; 

and thar is may be with you as it was with Hezekzab , when he 

and all his people kept the Paſſcover together : the firſt thing they 

> Chron, did before the killing of the Paſſeover, was, The taking away all 
39. 1415. the Altars that were at Feruſalem, ana Caſting them into tbe brook Ki- 
> Chron, drown, And wbentbe Paſſeover was finiſhed , all Tſrael that were pre- 


3th. ſent, went out tothe Cities of Tudab , and brake the Images in picces, 
«nd cut down the Groves, and threw down tbe bigh places , aud the Al- 
tars out of all Tadab and Benjamin, in Epbraim aiſo , and Ad1n(ib, 
wtill they had deſtroged tbem all, I ſpeak not of any tumultuous, 
diſorderly, illegall way, but of an orderly and legall Retorma=- 
tion, which I defire (like this of Hez:kiab) may be the iflue of 
this day, 

Morives to 

a Reforma The Motives are many : 

tion. © 7, If you build Gods Houſe, God wi!l build houſes for you, 

—— did for the Hebrew Midwives, he will blefl: and prefper you. 


Hagg 2.4, Remember what the Prophet Haggai ſiith. Ts 2 time for you, 
$:6,7, 8.9, Oye ,to dwell in your ceiled bouſts , and thi; Houſe lie waſte ? Now 
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therefore, thus ſaith the Lord, Conſider your wayes, Te bave ſown mucb 

and bring in little ; ye eat, but ye bave not enough ; ye clothe you , but 

there 3s none warm ; and be that earneth wages, earneth wages #0 put 7t 

into a bag witb boles, Thws ſaith the Lord, Conſider your wayer, go uu 

to the Mountain, and bring Wood and build the Houſe , and I will take 

_ ſure in it, aud I will be glorified, [ith the Lord, &c. Readealſo 
erſe 9, 1Oy 11. 

2, Confider what Afordecai ſaid unto Eftber ; Think not wub 2, 
thy ſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape intbe Kings boſe, more tan all the Fews ; Efth.r 1, _ 
for if thou altogetber boldeſt thy peace at this time , ten ſhall there en« 135141 T5» 
largement and deliverance ariſe tothe Jews from another place ; But 
thou aud thy F atbers bouſe ſhalt be deſtroyed : And who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the Kingdom for [web a time as this ? As Terome faid 
concerning the day of Judgement ; That whether he did cat or 
drink, or whatſoever he did , he did alwayes hear the voyce of 
the Arch=Angel, Ariſe ye dead, and come to judgement :; So I de- 
ſire that you would at all times, and in all places » remember 
ws confider this ſoul-awakening ſpeech of. Afordecai to 

ſtver, | 

3. Conſider the famous cxamples of Ezra, Nebemiab,and Ze 
rubbabel, what care and pains they took for che re-building, not 
onely of the Walls, but alſo of the Temple of Jeruſalem, Ir is 
not enough to ſet the State in tune, but you muſt remember to 
repairthe Temple alſo. B=notafraidof Tobiab, Sanballat, or of 
any other enemy. Who art thou, Ogreat Mmunt ain ? Before Zermb- Zach. 4.7. 
babel ſbalt thou | Ag a Plain. A Parliament-man muſt belike 
Atbanafius, who was Magnes & Adamas, A Load-ſone, and an 
Adamant . A Load. ſtene,by his affable carriage, andcourteous be- 
baviour , drawing all men to love him. Bur in the cauſc of 
(200 he was as an JAdemant, untameable and unconquer=- 
adle. 

4. If wereform and turn, God will turn ; If we turn from 
theevill of ourſins, God will turn from the evill of his Judge- 
ments. Tertullian ſpeaks of himſclf, That be wes born to nothing rw, depe, 
elſe bus to Repentance : Anexcellent ſaying for every one tolay ro nitent, 
heart. The firſt Text that ever Jobr Baptiſt preached on , was Marth-z-2, 


 Repentance, The firſt that cyer Chriſt preached on, was Repent= M4 37: 
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Luk.24 ance, Andth: firit thing that Chriſt commanded his Apoſtles to 
47 preach, ws Repentance, od himſ1Fiinh coonfecrated Repens 
Tet. ds tancedy bis own example, faith Tertzelliry, Dedorvit penitenti- 
pen, am 7 jemetipſo,,, He repenteth , to tiachus to trnent, This ts 


that wiiich God not onely commands and cntreaterh, but ſwears 
Ezes.18, eththat he wow'd hays us todo. Havpy we, for whoſz fake 
Tertull, God {wears ;buc inoſt unhappy, if we believe not God when he 
fwcars» and if we livenort as we belicy-, 
uf Wl a Nationall Retormation certainly.divert Gods Juige- 
* ments froma Nation ? Did not Toſeab reform , andy etitis cx- 
preſly fat, That notwithſtanding this Reformation, Tet the Lord 
2 King. 23- turned 20t from the fiercencſſe of bs great wrath 5 wherewith by anger 
26, was kindlea-againſt T1 :h, becauſe of all the provecations that Mdinaſ- 
ſes bad provoked bim withall, 22th 
4 1. A Nationall Reformation wil certatoly diliver us from 
aſw, Woe \ gy Fa , 
| evcrlaſting miſery. 2. It is Gods ordinary way for the remo- 
vall of temporall Ju1gements. T here is no inftance fully a- 
gainft it, but this of Joſiah 7 but to this ir may be replyed, Thac 
Ifeab's reformation in referenceto the multitude , was hypocri- 
eical!, andrherefore it did onely proroguc and adjourn, bur not 
totally remove Gods wrath. That this was fo in regard of the 
people, appears, Jerem.3.10, And yet for all this , ber treacherous 
fiſter Judah batb not turned zmte me with ber whole beurt , but fained- 
ly, ſauth tbe Lord, A fincere Nationall- turatos will certainly 
divert Nationall Jadgements, and + procate -Nationall - Bleſ- 
ſings, 
If we will not turn, reform, and repent of our fins, God will 
rep-nt with a new hind: of Repentance ; he will not repent of the 


evill, bat repent thar he hath repented of the evill ; he will repent of 


the good wherewith he ſatd he would benefit us, And this leads 
me to the fourth DoArinall Conclution, 


Doctrine 4. ; 

Dvt7.4. That when God begins to build and plant a Nation ;1t that 
| Nation do evill in Gods fight, God will vabuild, pinck u2, and 
repent of the good he intended todo unto it. This is a point 

of great concernment, expreſly fet down inthe tenth yerſr, Tt 


” Os OE VO EPIC PT 7 PPT TE oa Og 99 1. _ - _ CUP: ww —- 
| —— = _ — wm 
IT RO ee; n 


A. 4 


Le ee ee ae A ae 


POE Oo, ooo oo er 


76s. - the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 33 


is certain that God hath begun to build and plant this Nation, 
and he hath made you his Inſtruments (Right Honorable) in this 
great Work, We reade, Zacbary 1, 19. of forr borns, which ſcat- 
tered Fudab and Irruſalem, By theſe tour horns , are meant all 
the enemics of Gods people , that are alwaycs puſhing at them, 
and goring of them. And verſe 26, we reade of four Carpenters 
whom God raiſed up to fray away theſe horns. Such Carpenters 
have you been unto us : You have knockr off all cloſe horns 
wherewith the fat Bulls of Bafþan puſhed at us : Y ou have endea« 
vyoured to under-propthe Houſe of this Kingdom, and to kee 
it from falling : You have ſtubb'd up many unprofitable Trees, 
and taken away (at leaſt, in your endeavours) many rotten poſts : 
You have removed a great deal of rubbifh : You haye been our 
Ebedmelecbs , to releaſe our Teremies our of the Dungeon. Indeed 
you have done marvellons things, bleffed be che Name of the 
Lord ! And we havecauſe to be enlarged in much thankfuJneffe, 
thoughyou never have opportunity ro do more for us, Ezra Ezrag.8. 
blefled God tht bad giver them a little reviving in their bondage, 

A man that hath bcen for many yecrs in a dark Dungeon , will 

rejoyce exceedingly for alittle crevite of lighr., thongh never fo 

little, We have been-in the Dungeon of deſpair., and we blefie 

God for the lirtle creviſe of light ler im by your means, #e bave p.68,12, 
lien among the pots (imter ollas fuliginoſas) ſullied with filth; and | 
there is a creviſcof. hope (in the Valley of Achor ) that we ſhallbe 

as the wings of a Dove , covered with felver , and ber feathers with * 

yellow gold. And though this childe of hope be but yer an Em» ,,. 
brio ; We will net deſpiſe the day of little ebings, When Ezra had od. : 
laid the foundation of the Temple , there was great joy and re» 1x 
Joycing, We doubt not but there is a foundation laid of better 

times,. and ſuch a foundation which ſhall never be taken away. 

The Lord recompence all rhe pains you have taken, upon you f 
and yours. And yet let me Ko f Apron word,as a oeanieds ; Thee 
Nebemiab, after all his good: ſervices he had done for the Church, 
ſubjoyns theſe words, Remnzember me , O my. God, concerning tbis , Noh. 12.23: 
and pare me : he begs pardon for his noble work of Reformati- - 
on. Bleſſed be God, = is hope! of a fair building, and-of a. 


moſt beautifull Paradiſe, if things on as they have begun. . 
Be. 
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Bur now mark the Do&trine. When God begins to build and 
| plant, if that Nation doevill , God will un-bu;1d what he hath 
builc, plack up whar he hath planted, He will repent og the gaod, ec, 
For you muſt know, that God repents as well of his mercies, as 
| of his judgements, WhenGod had made Sw! King, and he pro- 
| ved ſfiubborn and difobedicne , God repented that ever he made 
| Genel.6, him King. When God faw that the wickednefſe of the o1d \Yorld 
Was great upon earth, He was grieved ar the very heart, and 
2 Sam.s, repented that ever he made man, When David was bringing 
home the Ark with great pomp, becauſe ic was not brought home 
in due order, and becauſe of Vzz2b's fin, God repented of what 
| he was doing, andthe Ark Rayed in the middle way, When the 
people of Iſrael were come out of A2ypr, and were very neer Ca« 
nan, becaule they brought an evill report upon the Land of C#- 
w44r, and murmured, rhe Lord repenrs of whar he had done, and 
| carries them back again fourty yeers journey , thorow the vaſt 

bowling Wilderneſle, 


| ©. Reaſon. Reaſon, 
"# 1. Becauſe Gods Conenant with a Nation is conditional, Ic 
is quamdix ſe bene geſſerit. Tf that Nation obey my voice,then will 
I build and plant it : bur if ic difobey my voyce, then will I pluck 
a Chron, ir mp, pull ic down, and deftroy ir. The Lord #1 with you , while ye 
I$-2 be with bim ; and if ye ſeek bim.,, be will be found of you : but if you 
| t,5am. 12+ {grf2ke bam, be will for ſake you. Tf you do wic kedly, you ſpall periſh, both 
WR you and your King, 
W | 2, 2, Becauſe that finne is fo pernicious to a Kingdomsthat where 
| | | finnerules, there God and mercy will not abide. Sinne rakes 
-; away the favour of God, by which all Nations ſubaft. And if 
| | Gods favour be gone, all is gone. Sinne diffolves the very 
Jeyprs and Sinews of a Narion ; Religion maintains and upholds 
i © "Kingdoms. The Trojzvs had their Palladirem: as long as that was 
Ge, they were ſafe. The Rymazeur had their Ancile ; as long as that 
was kept, they were ſecure, The {ſraclites had cheir Ark ; as long 
as that was ſure, there was a defence upon Mount Zion. Pure ' 
and undefiled Religion, is the Palladixm, the Ancile , the Ark, to 
preſerve Kingdoms, Bur fin betraycrh Religion into the hands of 
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ſuperſtition and idolatry. Sinne is a Serpent in the boſome, a thiet 
in the honſe, poyſon at the tomack , a {word at the very heart of 
a Nation. It rhe Serpent be in the boſeme, it will bire ; it a thief 
in the houſe, he will ſteal ;it poyfou in the fomack, it will pain 
as ; it aſword at the heart, ic will kill ns. 


Uſe. Uſe. 
Hence we may learn what the reaſon is of the great delay in the 

Reformation in the Church ; why tbe childe of Reformation fticks 
in the Birth ; why the hand of mercy begins to be pnlled in ; and | 
why many obſervers ef rhe times begin rs fear that this Is not, as | 
yer, the appviured time wherein God will have mercy upou Sion, 
I amvery confident , that the fault is not in you to whom I ſpeak; 
but it is laid down, 2 Chron. 20. 33. Howbeit the bigb places were 
not tahem away , for as yet the preple bad ned prepared their bearts unto 
the God of their Farbers, The people of the Land would not bear 
a thorew-Reformation. I deny nor bur that the Landin which we 
live, is a Land of wprigbtnefſe ; As mapy amongſt us trucly religious, 1, . 
as in any place in the world, of the like bigneſſe. But yer the 
Bulk of our people are wicked, and rheir hearts are nor as yer 
prepared to the yoke of the Lord. Oderent vincala pictatis. They 
are unreformed themſelves, and it is no wonder theyare ſo op - 
poſite to a thorow-R — } may " _ of many a» - 
monglt us, as Feremy did once } e ; The Prophets pro= F 
ES Pr and tbe Prisft bear kr ay Wears, = my lex. 5 3%" 
people love tobavwe it ſu; and what will ye dv in the eud thereof f Now 
#18 this fin of the Land that weakens your hands; and divides 
you ſomerimes one from another, ond keeps you trom perfeQing - 
This great work of Reformation, And I conceiveno: way ber- 


Miniftery thorowout the Kingdome. Forif you will be pleas 
fed :ro obſerve, you will finde that thoſe places which axe rudeſt, 
and moſt ignorant, moſt irregular ; and where rhe leaſt preach- 
ing bath been, are the greateſt enemies:tov Reformation... This is 
a work worthy.of ſerious confideration. The Lord ſtir up: your 
hearts ro conſider ir, and open your eyes alſo, clecrly topercieve 
that there arc-more with D246 you, and that when God 
\* | 
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reforms a Nation, he doth nor finde us prepared , bur he make us 
prepared, When Godſhewerh mercy ro a Nation, there goeth pow- 
er wich the mercy co heal the Nation,Ezek. 36.24.25 ,26,27,28, 
If when a Nation doth evill in Gods f1ghr, God will repenc 
Uſez, of the good he intended, &c. Lerus repent of our evills commit. 
ted againſt God, that he may not repent of the good he in- 
rends codo unto us. Chuſe which you will, If we repent, God 
will repent of the evill, &c, If we repent net, God will repent of 
tbegood, &#c, And ſuffer me to tell you, That when God vegins 
to draw back his mercies from a Nation, that Nation is in a wotull 
plighc. God repented that he made the world ; and whart fol- 
lowed ? The next news you hear, is, they were all drowned. 
He repented that he made Saul! King, and the next news you 
hear, is , That he was reje&ed from belng King. He repented 
that he had brought the Iſraclices our of Azypt , and there- 
upon. he carries them back again, and ſwears. that not one 
of them ſhould enter into Canaan , bur that all their carka- 
ſes ſhould perifh in the Wildernefſe, It is God onely that 
 canbuildandplant a Nation. He is the onely Archite& that can 
buildour waſte places, and make up our dilapidations, though ne- 
ver ſo great, he isthe onely Gardner to pluck upour weeds, aud 
to plantuſefull and fruirfull Trees in the Orchard of this Na- 
tion : 'and if hepleaſe, he can do it, and that in an inftant, with 
a word ſpeaking ; tor ſo it is in the Text, At what inftant I ſpeak, 
concerning a Nation, io build and toplant it, Though the Houſe of 
the Kingdom be never ſo much our of repair, God can in an inſtant 
build us and plant us, and make us better than ever, But it God 
begin ro repent of whiat he hath done, wo to the Nation : For ex- 
Ceps tbe Lord build the bouſe , they labour in vain that build tin vain 
to riſe np early , and ſit wp lzte, &:. God will unravell all ; and 
though he hath brought us neer ro Canaan, he will carry us back 
again , and makeusto tarry fourty yeers for a Reformation Or 
Deur 28, It may behewill ar laſt carry us back again into #gyp!, which was 
68, thelaſt and greateſt curſethreatened againſt the people of - Iſrael, 
and it is the greateſt miſery that can come upon this Na- 
tion. | | 
But on the contrary, if we turn from our evill wor 
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God will perte&t his building, and anith bis Plantation , he will 
make usa glorious Paradiſe, an habirarion fir tor himſclt ro dwell 
in ; he will ſ:r up his Ordinances aitcc « purer inauner, and watch 
over us for goud trom the beginning of the yur io the end of 
ic. Oh thit theſe words of mine might be as guds, att as nidl.s 
co fa{ten this point upon your hearts, that it may cake dey its 
preflion , and avide tor cver upon your ſpirits, Ic my b- tome 
will ſay , That this DoGrine is as common as the hiy!-way : 
Ic is true, It 1s 4 common bigb-rway, bur ic i; the bigh-wiy to 
Heaven, And though ic be not a Ductrine to glur your ears, yer 
it is ſavoury meat , ſuch as Iacov provided for ſſjaac, webereby be 
obtained tbe bleſſing. Tarn , or burn tor ever in Hell. Let every 
man labour toturn himſelf, and then ler us endeavour to reform 
one another, There is a great complaint in the Kingdom, The Mi 
niſters complain of their people, that they are faftious, ſedicious, 
covetous, difreſpeAtull of the Miniftery; 8&c. And that becauſe 
they do nor reform , therefore the Judgements of God are not 
rurned away fromus, The people complaia of their Miniſters, 
That they are dumb dogs , greedy dogs, which can neuer fave 
enough, and that they are ſuperſticious, more for pomp than 
ſabſtance z and char unrill the ſcandalous Miniſters be removed , 
Gods heavy band will never be removed from us. The rich 
complain of the poor , that rhey are lazy and theeviſh ; The 
poor of the rich, that they are proud and: hard-hearred. The 
ſaperiours cry out againſt their inferiours, and the inferiours a- 
gainſt the ſuperiours. And becauſtevery man expects when his 
aciglibour ſhould turn ; hence ir cometh to pafſe that ng man 
tm particular turns, We look for that in another , which we 
forget to do inour ſelves, I know no-way to reconcile this divi- 
fion, burby raifing a new divifion, and by perſwading all forts 
of people to ftrive who ſhould be firſt in turning roGod, who 
thould firſt ger into Chrift , who ſhould: firſt gee inco: the 
Ark. Every man ftrives for worldly precedency. Oh ler us 
ſtrive for this Spirituall precedency ! Ir is no pride in this, to 
£ one before anocher. He is the humbleſt chart goeth firſt. 
nd being reformedin our own perfons, let us in the nexc. 
place labour to reform es 2 We are all of one Nas; 
| Z tion 
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rio 1, ot one body, one fleſh one Church, There is a Nationall 
Communion, a Morall Communton, a Policicall Communion, 
a Spirituall Communion amongſt ns. I may adde, There 1s a 
Communion in miſery. We are all in the fame condem- 
nation. Letus labour to pity one anotter , and to turn one a- 
nothcr. Let every man ſearch what drankard , what ſwearcr, 
what adulterer,&c. hehath in his Houſe,and either cauſe thefin to 
depart from the perſon, or both fin and perſon from his Houſe, 

Firſt reformyour own Families, and then you will be the fit« 
ter toreform the family of God, Let the Maſter reform his fer- 
vant, the Father his ehilde, che Hnsband his Wife. Will a man 
ke:peafſervant in his honſcall night, it he we-e aſſured he would 
murther him before mornin2? Such a ſcrvant 1s finne, it will 
murther ſoul and body, Let us caft it away from our ſelves, and 
from our Famili:s, 

There is one Motive more, and that is fromthe ayd you arc 
ſending to [relazd, to diſtrefled Ireland, that ar this inſtant calls 
to. England with a loud cry for help and aſſiftance. I doubr nor, 
but you are ſcnſiblethat delay is as bad as deniall almoft, I ſhal! 
offer only one Texeto be conſidered on when you ſend forth your 
help, and that is Denutrowomy 23,9. When the Hift goth forth a- 
gainſt their enemies, then keep thee from every wicked thing, If fin be 
inthe Hoſt,ir will make you turn your backs upon your enc mies; 
Turn to God, and he will make your enemies turne their backes 
| upon you, | 
Objef. o_ it 13 not in my power to turne, untkeff: TI were pradcfti- 
on nated. | 
Anſw I anſwer with: Mcſter Bradford , that wemutt firſt go to the 

*  Grammar-ſchoole of Repentance » before we can be admitted to 
the Unſverſity of Prezd:ſtination, It is'not adifpnute aboutPrx- 
deſtination that will tern away Gods wrarh,but it is thz practiſe 
of humiliation and Re<formation. Icis moſt certain, that Gad is | 
not thc cauſe 'of any mans damnation. He found-us finners in 
eAdaw, but made none finners. Thyperdition 34 of thy ſelf, ob Iſ- 
racl | Andit is ascertein, that | isnot inthe power of man by 
by natureto-convert himfclf. And thastherfore God commands 
what we cannot performe, thit'we mighr thereby take notice 

What . 


w -_ _ — uu wag grep rr Wo Eros oo 9 AY T7 ooo 


— 


WE 


Pa 


—_— 


the Honourable Houſe'of Commons. 


what we fhould do, and what we once could do in Adam, and 
hcre we ſhould go'te get power to do that which we cannot do 
of our ſelves. Goto the Word, that hatha creating power, God 
oftentimes in ſpeaking gives power. Goto praver, for convert« 
ing Grace, Pray with Awftine, Lord give me what thou commandeſt, 
and command what thou wilt, It is an exccllent rule obſerved by 
the ſame Author . That there 3 notb;ng required of us from God a4 2 
duty in Scripture, but it 1 either promiſed by God as a gift, or ſome of 
Gods Saints bave praged for it as a gift. As tor example, God com- 
mands us to turn unto him, but Jeremy praycs forit; Turn *s, ob 
Lord, aud we ſhall be turned, Ano God promiſeth it, Demt. 30. 6. 
Ezch, 36,26. Lc<t us therefore be ſcnſible of our inability to 
keep the commandement of the Text ; and let us belceve in his 
promiſe, to giv2 us powerto keep it , and pray for the perfor- * 
mance of his protulſe. | 


